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From'the Editor:

It's been another busy year for the Maritime Studies Program. As you’ﬂ see l)y the
articles in this year's edition of Stem to Stern, ECU Maritime students have been in-
volved in projects from Maine to Micronesia and from the Channel Islands to the Carib-
bean. Summer and fall field schools included sites in North Carolina, Bermuda and
Lake Mic}ligan. The new Coastal Resources Management Ph.D. program is underway
and continues to add students with diverse })aclzgrounds to the core Maritime classes.
R/V Porkins spent a few weeks in (lry-doclz, getting a much needed overhaul. Greenville-
area clean-up and repair from Hurricane Floyd continued well into the summer months.

The Admiral Eller House continues to function as the “nerve center” of the pro-
gram for students and faculty. The entering class of Maritime students Lrings a diverse
set of life experiences to the Maritime Studies Program, and they are l)rimming with
enthusiasm as many have alrea&y started research on their theses projects. New research
sites in Florida, Maine, Mississippi, and North Carolina are Leing p]anned.

This year we bid farewell to Dr. Gordon Watts. He has been a cornerstone of the
Maritime program since its inception, and his reputation for research on Monitor and
Alabama have Lrought many students to ECU. A search to fill his facu]ty position will
be conducted in spring 2001, but he will be difficult to replace. All in a”, this has been
a Lusy and pro&uc’cive year for those of us here at Eller House. Thanks to all of you

who have supporte(l us throughout the year.
— Steve Workman

From the Director:

The Program in Maritime Studies experienced a landmark year in its transition
to the 215t century. The last year of the old millennium ended with the proverlaia]
flood as Hurricane Floyd took a devastating toll in eastern North Carolina. Fortunate-
1y, some terrors of the previous era have been replaced hy the promise of the new one.

Most notable in 2000 was the initiation of the new Ph.D. program. An interdis-
ciplinary doctorate in Coastal Resources Management was initiated this fall. Maritime
Studies, with a focus on underwater archaeology and cultural resources management,
was established as one of four degree concentrations. Eco]ogy, Geoscience and Social
Sciences are the others. New {;unding was provi(led to initiate the CRM doctoral pro-
gram and new staff hired, inclu(ling Dr. Lauriston King as program director. Most stu-
dents entering the program held MA degrees and had substantial practical experience
in a variety of fields. East Carolina University made a substantial commitment to the
doctoral program.

East Carolina University is a ]aeneficiary of the $3.1 billion bond referendum
which passe& with a state voter approval of over 70 percent. Over $190 million will
come to the university for capital improvements. Some funds will impact the maritime
program. We expect to upgra&e our Greenville campus facilities, especiaﬂy the conser-
vation 1a1)oratory. New space has been added at a former Voice of America site for
both storage and the artifact conservation 1al)oratory.

Conservation and field research are the focus of a proposal culminating a two-year
effort to plan for a Coastal Studies Center on Roanoke Island in Dare County, N orth
Carolina. The Center will be administered ]oy ECU and include facul’cy and students
from UNC-Chapel Hill, NC State, UNC-Wilmington and Elizabeth City State
University. Plans for the facility were developed with the five universities, external
consul’cants, the Dare County Commission on Higher Education and the UNC
General Administration. The underwater archaeology research center and a major

conservation facility are included in the proposed Center expected to cost $10-12 mil-



lion. Dr. William Queen, director of the Institute for Coastal and Marine
Resources led the effort along with vice chancellor Thomas Feldbush.

The most strileing feature of the Atlantic coastline are the barrier islands
along the Carolina coast. They are not only a natural woncler, but provide access
to the hundreds of shipwrecles composing the Graveyard of the Atlantic. The
maritime program is a partner with the North Carolina Center for the Advance-
ment of Teaching to share use of the former U.S. Coast Guard Station at
Ocracoke Island. The station will be transferred from the federal government to
the state of North Carolina. We intend to use the docks and maintenance build-
ing for conservation, field schools, research and teaching, including short courses
for pulolic school teachers through NCCAT.

Academic programs thrive on the excitement generatecl ]:)y discoveries and
new opportunities arising from creative and supportive members. Research proj-
ects discussed in this issue detail our achievements in Bermuda, Marylancl, North
Carolina, Maine, Wisconsin, Micronesia, California, Washington and elsewhere.
Recognition is due to our partners in these efforts. Special relationships continue
with the Bermuda Maritime Museum, the Mariners’ Museum in Newport News,
Virginia, and the Naval Historical Center in Washington, DC. In North
Carolina, we continue to work closely with the state Underwater Archaeology
Unit on the Queen Anne’s Revenge site, ’chought to be Blackbeard’s lost ship in
1718. Many present and former students worked on this project and several con-
tinue on a full-time basis. Students have undertaken research at the Mariners’
Museum and the Naval Historical Center. The Maritime Research Institute at
the University of Greenwich is directed l)y Dr. Sarah Palmer who visited ECU to
help plan the Coastal Studies Center and discuss an agreement between our uni-
versities for exchange of £acu1ty and students.

As noted al)ove, programs require support in order to thrive. We have
experienced this support in several forms within the university, especiaﬂy hy History
chair Dr. Michael Palmer, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Dr. Keats
Sparrow, and the Vice Chancellor for Research and Graduate Studies Dr. Thomas
Feldbush. Outside the university, the generosity of Barbara and Matthew
Landers” endowment of a scholarship fund allowed three awards to be made this
fall. Leatrice and Milton Fields established a new scholarship. The Perkins
Trust proviclecl {:uncling to support our research vessel R/V Perkins. Dr. Anna
McCann and Robert Taggart provided important support for students’ field work.

Special mention is due James Cheatham and wife Bren for their support and
vote (chad—ﬂee!) of confidence in our program. A trust to create a named profes—
sorship was established that will l)ring further support and recognition to the mari-
time program. This recognition will complement that awarded to Dr. Lawrence
Bal)its, the newly named George Washington Distinguishecl Professor of History.

Dr. Gordon Watts, co-founder of the Maritime Program, and stalwart for
two decades, retired in January 2001. Gordon’s retirement leaves a tall wet suit
to fill. He was instrumental in projects such as the USS Monitor, that Lrought
international attention to the program and ECU. The search for a new faculty
member is undenvay. We will miss his expertise and down-home sense of humor.
We will also lose a staunch supporter of over 13 years when popular Chancellor
Richard Eakin steps down this year.

As I said at the loeginning — a year of transition.

— Tim Runyan

Coastal Studies Center
Planned for Roanoke Island

Several years of planning have resulted in a
proposal for the creation of a Coastal Studies
Center to be built on Roanoke Island, home of
the famous Lost Colony. The proposal has cleared
East Carolina University, a UNC planning com-
mittee, and the UNC General Administration.

It also received approval })y the Dare County
Commission on Higher Education. The proposal
calls for a $10-12 million J:acility to be construct-
ed on county land near the North Carolina
Aquarium. Five universities will participate:
ECU as lead partner, UNC—Chapel Hiﬂ, NC
State, UNC—Wilmington and Elizabeth City
State University. The focus will be on research,
teaching, and pult)lic education. Topical areas
included are Maritime Studies — Arcl'laeology and
Conservation, Ecology, Geoscience and Tourism.
Offices for faculty, student housing, 1aboratories,
and a large conservation facility are included in
the planning document. Funding will come
through the state legislature. The recent passage
ofa major university bond issue should speed
development. The maritime program would gain
2-3 positions as partial staffing for the Center.

Planning for the Center included a wor]zsllop
organized ]oy Tim Runyan. Participants included
conservators and museum administrators. An out-
standing group of professionals participated in
meetings held in Greenville: Dr. Bdward Harris,
Executive Director, Bermuda Maritime Museum;
Dr. Sarah Palmer, Director, Maritime Research
Institute, University of Greenwich; Dr. William
Cogar, Chief Curator and Vice President, Mariners’
Museum; Dr. ]oseph Schwartzer, Director, Grave-
yarcl of the Atlantic Museum (un(ler construction);
Dr. Donny Hamilton, Director of Conservation,
Texas A& M University; Clifford Smi’cl'l, Conserv-
ator and Archaeologist, Bermuda Maritime
Museum; Curtiss Peterson, conservator for the
USS Monitor at the Mariners’ Museum; Katherine
Singly, Conservator at Emory University; Wayne
Lusardi and Nathan Henry of the North Carolina
Underwater Archaeology Unit. It was a most
productive gathering. Their suggestions shaped
the final proposal and had the added benefit of
Lringing outstanding professionals to campus with
an opportunity to examine our program and meet

some of our stuclents.-l'



Better Than Ever: R/V Perkins Beneiits from Extensive Overhaul

R/V Per/eins, the ECU Maritime

Studies Program’s recentiy acquire(i research
vessei, underwent an extensive overhaul
ciuring Fall 2000. In eariy Septemi)er, Dr.
Tim Runyan and Dr. Brad Rodgers moved
Perkins from her ilomepor’c in Wasiiington,
NG, to the state fen’y system si'iipyarcl in
Manns Hari)or, NC. Graduate stu(ients,
Alena Der]ay, Keith Meverden, and Marc
Porter heipe(i with the move.

The state siiipyar(i at Manns Harbor is
located across Pamlico Sound from
Roanoke Island. The voyage took approxi-
mateiy eleven hours and was made under
sunny skies and iigiit winds. After saieiy
navigating the tricizy entrance to Manns
Hari)or, the ECU crew turned the Perkins
over to the state—manage(i silipyar(i. The
first step was to piace the Perkins in (iry
dock where the hull was cleaned and paint-
ed. Perkins also underwent a tilorougii
inspection which it passe(i with ﬂying col-
ors. During the (iry dock periO(i, a team of
facuity and students ileipe(i perform repair
work on the vessel. Dr. Runyan, Frank
Canteias, Keith Meverden, Viciey
Martin(iaie, ]eﬁ DiPrizito, Alena Der]:)y
and Kevin Nichols spent a weekend needle-
gunning, scraping, and cieaning the fore-
peaia and i)iiges so the siiipyarcl could appiy
fresh coats of paint.

After the hull inspection was compie’ce
and a new coat of paint applie(i, Perkins
was refloated and tied aiongsi(ie a wharf.
Si’iipyar(i workers then made a host of
repairs and improvements inciuding a new

muffler system to ]neip (iampen noise from

the vessel’s two generators and main
engine. The generosity of Beaird Industries
in Silrevepor‘c, LA, makers of Maxim
silencers, enabled the work to be done.
New waterprooi seals were installed around
all hatches and portiloies. Minor wei(iing
was done, window giass was repiace(i, the
fire control system was inspec’ce(i and
reciiarge(i. The propeller shaft was recondi-
tioned and the s’cuﬁing box fitted with new
pacieing. The stack was painte(i and minor
Jcoucii—up painting was done where needed.

On two occasions (iuring October and
Novemi)er, another ECU team visited
Manns Harbor to i’ieip with various proj-
ects. This group, consisting of Dr. Brad
Rodgers, Frank Canteias, and Marc Porter,
insulated the new muffler system, repaire(i
the spotiigii’t, and tested various siiipi)oarti
systems. By eariy November Perkins was
rea(iy for a return trip to Wasiiington, NC.
Dr. Rodgers, Frank Cantelas, and Marc
Porter spent a day rea(iying the vessel and
left around dawn the foiiowing ciay. The
return voyage was uneventful and eleven
hours after ieaving the si'iipyarci, Perkins
nosed into its familiar position aiongsicle
the bulkhead in Wasilington, NC.

The overhaul was most successful.
Important repairs and upgrades were
accompiisile(i that will increase the vessel's
utiiity as a research piatform. These
improvements will ensure that Perkins is
rea(iy when field work commences next
Spring. While the vessel was in Manns
Harbor, siiipyarci empioyees, led i)y Loch
Weems, not oniy compieteci a number of

R/V Perkins in overhaul status at Manns Harbor shipyard, NC.

major projects but were also very generous
in provi(iing advice and assistance to ECU
facuity/ student repair teams. The Program
in Maritime Studies would like to thank
Ray Dossett, naval engineer, who surveye(i
the Vessei, Jimmy Twi(itiy, manager Don
Ciiapman, Richard Dewhurst and all of
those at the shipyar(i, as well as everyone
from ECU who participated in the overhaul,
for the excellence of their work and assis-
tance. Perkins is in better siiape than ever.
For the iioii(iay season she is outlined in
white iights on the Washington water front.

— Marc Porter

National Maritime

Heritage Act

As of this printing, the presicientiai
election may be resoivefi, but not all matters
before Congress. In 1998, $670,000 was
distributed to 39 grant recipients from a
total of 342 appiicants ’cilrougii the Nation-
al Maritime Heritage Act. Signe(i into law
in 1994, the NMH Act provi(ies federal
fun(iing for preservation and education re-
lated to America’s maritime iieritage. Funds
were provi(ie(i from proi;its generated i)y
scrapping siiips in the National Defense
Reserve Fleet. Unfortunateiy, this source
dried up because EPA regulations proiiii)it
exporting of vessels with environmental proi)—
lems such as PCBs, and there is no domes-
tic market. The Maritime Administration is
currentiy scrapping vessels at no proiit.

The National Maritime Aliiance,
chaired i)y Tim Runyan, worked to persuatie
Congress to provide an alternative source of
i:un(iing. The Alliance is composed of
museums, iighthouse societies, waterfront
organizations, historic Si’lip associations and
others. North Carolina Senators Jesse Helms
and ]oiin E(iwarcis, aiong with Senators
Joiin Warner (VA), Oiympia Snowe (ME),
and Ciiristopiler Dodd (CT) are supporting
an amendment to fund the Act tilrougil the
Conservation and Reinvestment Act funded
i)y the proiits of offshore (iriiiing. Aided i)y
Captain Cilanning Zucker of Historic
Naval Si’iips and Washington attorney
Duncan Smith (Captain, USCG Reserve),
the effort continues. &



NURC Demonstrates Remoteiy Operate(l Vehicles at ECU

The National Undersea Research
Center (NURC) located at UNC-
Wiimington conducted a remoteiy operated
vehicle (ROV) seminar at ECU’s Minges
pooi on October 27, 2000. NURC’s
Glenn Tayior and UNC—Wiimington’s
Diving Satety Officer Ken ]oilns gave an
excellent demonstration of the Phantom S-
300, and ctispiaye(i the iarger, more versa-
tile Phantom S-2. After an introduction
and short tlistory of the scientific appiica-
tions of ROV, ECU students were allowed
to operate the Phantom S-300 in the deep
well of Minges pooi. Under Tayior’s gui(i-
ance, students maneuvered the ROV
around the pooi while gui(ting it via a for-
ward-mounted camera. By monitoring a
computer screen and manipulating horizon-
tal and vertical toggies, students could “tiy"
the ROV tiirougii the water column.

The S-300 is a smaii, iiigtiiy
maneuverable ROV fitted with
oniy a singie tiigti-resoiution cam-
era and has no grasping or sam-
piing capai)iiities. The S-2is a
iarger ROV that can be used at
(ieptiis excee(iing 300 feet. The
S-2 has the ai)iiity to take sampies
with several different attachments
and can be fitted with muitipie
instruments, inciu(iing ttigitai and
sonar imaging cameras.

The arctlaeoiogicai impor-
tance of ROVs has been proven
on difficult sut)merged sites like
USS Monitor and CSS Alabama.
Both sites are located in (ieep,
unpre(iictai)ie waters where it is
often safer to launch an ROV than risk
divers. The ROV’s virtuaiiy unlimited bot-

tom time, compare(i to human divers,

NURC's S-2 ROV and Glenn Taylor at ECU's Minges pool.

makes ROVs invaluable assets in underwa-

ter exploration.

- Tane Casser/ey

Summer Field School 2000 - The Wrath 0][ Hurricane Floyd

In June, Dr. Bra(iiey Rodgers, nine
students and three assistants compietect
summer field school in Wasilington, NC.
Participants included Heather Cain, M.J.
Harris, Dave Miiier, Scott thitesi(ies,
Marc Porter, Giovanni Wagemans, Sam
Beiciier, Matt Lawrence, Suzanne Finney,
and Steven Hammack. Ttiey examined a
concentration of wrecks around Castle
Island to determine the effects of Hurricane
Fioy(i, which struck the area in Septemi)er
1999. The Castle Island wrecks have been
the sui)ject of two previous ECU field
schools. So tar, eleven wrecks have been
found. Last season, field school students
mappe(t, surveye(i and documented one
Vessei, ieaving several others for future
research. The stlip graveyani represents an
important component of the maritime
economy in North Carolina, tying it to
more distant trade in the Caribbean and
the American east coast.

Hurricane Fioy(i caused massive flood-
ing aiong the Tar/Pamlico River creating
shoals in some areas and causing tremen-
dous erosion in others. Castle Island itself
suffered severe undercutting and erosion.
Reiocating the Castle Island wrecks to
ictentity any (iamage caused i)y the flood

became the field school’s first task. During
the first week students executed a line search
iocating seven of the nine wrecks known in
one area. The extent of the damage became
apparent after mapping the shore using a
theodolite/ EDM and comparing the results
to maps of the previous year. Un(ierwater,
many wrecks were as much as fifteen feet
(ieeper due to flood scouring action. Vessels
that were once in five feet of water were now
twenty feet cteep, and many were ]:)urie(i,
broken up, or shifted downstream. Their
locations were recorded and ctianges noted.
Another field school goai was to
increase pui)iic awareness of our activities
to raise local interest in the Castle Island
tiistory, as well as to (teveiop research
ttlrougtl contact with the local community.
Students set up a dispiay a(i(iressing local
tiistory and the Castle Island underwater
arciiaeoiogy project on the a(ijacent river-
bank. Many peopie stoppe(t to share their
stories and look at the ctispiay. This contact
lead to the (iiscovery ofa previousiy unknown
Jr‘erry. A visitor mentioned that when the
water level was low he noticed a wreck about
200 yar(is upstream from Castle Island.
Week two i)egan hy examining the new
area with a side-scan sonar, which quiciziy

located the sunken terry. A baseline and
cross-lines were laid (iown, and mapping
i)egan. Each student was assigne(i a sec-
tion. Our recent dive satety training, par-
ticuiariy the zero-visii)iiity training, prove
invaluable, considering that some (iays we
were worieing with oniy four-inch visibiiity.

The final week was spent on the
Program’s research vessel Perkins. The for-
mer Army T- boat needed preparation for
an overnigtit trip on Pamlico Sound. We
received a quiciz lesson in everyttiing from
engine maintenance to stocizing the kitchen
and navigation. The crew headed down the
Pamlico River at 6 knots and once in (ieep-
er waters we depioye(i the side scan sonar,
taizing turns tearning to operate the system
and watctiing for possii)ie targets.

Summer field school students partici-
pate&i in a wide variety of activities while
gaining the opportunity to stu(iy the unex-
pectect results of Hurricane Fioyct. [t may
be that our current notions of gra(tuai
ctepositionai process for these wreck sites will
have to be altered in favor of a more cata-
stroptiic model. Fifteen feet of sand is a

iong way down.

_ Heather Cain



Watts leads last ECU class Lefore retirement . . .
Bermuda Field School 2000 Explores “Iron Knee” Shipwrec]z

The Fall 2000 Bermuda Field School
was an unquali{-ied success. Dr. Gordon
Watts led his last ECU class before retire-
ment. Five Maritime s’cudents, Tane
Casserley, Russ Green, Stephen Hammack,
Mike Hughes, and Kim Williams conduct-
ed a month 1ong investigation of what has
come to be called the “Iron Knee” wreck.
This is most 1ilzely a late eighteen’ch century
Vessel, possil)ly a Bermuda sloop that
foundered on one of Bermuda’s many coral
reefs and sank in the early nineteenth cen-
tury. The site acquired its name because
cast iron knees were found on site. This
type of knee is quite unusual, because most
knees are made of wrough’c iron.

The crew stayed at the Maritime
Museum, located on Bermuda’s “fishhook”
and site of the Royal Navy Docleyarcl.
Clifford Smith, resident conservator and
underwater arc}laeologist, provi(led 1ogistica1
assistance. T'wo museum interns, Sofia
Persson (Sweden) and Maggie Pudden
(Canada) worked with the crew. Duties
consisted of moving ballast stone off the
wrecle, and then mapping 2 meter l)y 2
meter squares. After mapping was complet-
ed, the crew put the ballast back on the
wreck to preserve it. Two iron knees were
recovered and the concretions were removed

at the museum. The crew met every niglﬂ:

ECU students working on the “lron Knee” wreck site in Bermuda.

after supper to discuss that (lay's worla, and
plan the next one. The site was in about
15 feet of water, and the ViSil)ility was at
least {;1{'|:y feet.

Barto Arnold of Texas A & M’s
Institute of Nautical Archaeology gracious-
ly gave a couple of guest lectures while he
was researching Confederate blockade run-

ners and their connections with Bermuda.

ECU students Mike Hughes and Russ Green document their observations on the “lron Knee” wreck site.

Tane Casserley, cook extraordinaire, rustled
up excellent vittles to lzeep the crew going,
and Russ Green, Diving Safety Officer,
supervised equipment prol)lems and tank
refills. Each crew member alternated as
gaﬂey slave in order to give some relief to
the cook.

Dr. Watts took the crew on a tour en-
titled “Four Hundred Years of Sllipwreclzs.”
Students had a chance to dive on wrecks
from the 1600s to the 1900s, explain the
characteristics of each wreclz, and then
attempt to give a date for the vessel’s con-
struction. The heat was intense, work was
hard, but the experience gained was

immense, and worth it all. The crew

thanks Gordon for the work he has done at
ECU, and wishes him well in whatever he

chooses to pursue in the future.

We will never ][orget
his eﬁ[orts to turn us
into viable underwater

arclzaeo/ogists .

GOI’dOI’l — you are a ’creasure! GOd

bless and God speed.
- Steplzen Hammack



At “Death’s Door”™

Fall Researcll Semester 2000

This past fall students had the oppor-
tunity to choose between Fall Research
Semester in Bermuda or Door County,
Wisconsin. My first thought was Bermucla,
however, Worlzing in Door Coun’cy prove&
to be an incredible ]earning experience in
beautiful surroundings—aﬂ)ei’c cold. Joining
me were M.J. Harris, Scott Whitesides,
Marc Porter, and Cathy Fach under the
direction of Dr. Bradley Rodgers and
Wisconsin State Underwater Archaeologist
]e{‘f Gray.

In four weeks we dived on nineteen
different wrecks of varying vessel types and
diving conditions in Sturgeon Bay, Green
Bay, and Lake Michigan. Our project goals
included: mapping a converted stone laarge,
The City 0][ G/asgow ; recording the car ferry,
The Straits o][ MacLinac, for nomination to
the National Register of Historic Places;
locating, deciphering, and mapping a cluster
of wrecks in Sturgeon Bay; and providing
an opportunity for public education through
a website updated daily with our activities.
The field school and wel)site, Notes From
the Field, (Www.sllsw.wisc.e(lu/ship-
wreclzs/notes) were made possil)le Ly
grants from the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin and Sea
Grant Institute.

The first week and a half
were spent in LiHy Bay at the
cabin generously donated ]oy the
Tolison family on Lake Michigan
mapping the steam ljarge, The City
of G/asgow , which had been con-
verted to a stone ]oarge. The City
of G/asgow sank in a storm approx-
ima’cely 200 feet from shore in
waters ranging from 0-10 feet.

The upper works have been
destroyed but the remaining lower
hull is well preserved. A baseline
and cross-lines were laid and map-
ping ]oegan. Down time caused l)y
adverse weather was used to record
The Straits o][MacLinac. This
1927 car ferry is privately owned,
still Hoa’cing, and exudes the air of
a 1930’s relic in Kewaunee
Harbor. It is eligiMe for nomina-

tion to the National
Register of Historic
Places. We recorded its
dimensions and con-
tents, parl:icularly the
triple expansion steam
engine which is still
intact. When the
strong winds subsided
we returned to The City
o][ G/asgow, but from a
slightly different per-
spective. Two students
headed for the skies to search the area for
possil)le pieces of the wreclz, and to take
aerial photos, while two other students
remained in the water using a PVC pipe to
scale the wreck for the aerial PllOtOS.

After (locumen‘cing the G/asgow , we
headed farther north to Gills Roclz, where we
examined several wrecks such as the Fleet-
wing, Louisiana, AP Niclzo/s, and Forrest
to study Great Lakes ship construction. We
were given a “behind the scenes” tour of the
Wisconsin Maritime Museum in Manitowoc
l)y Sarah Waters, an ECU maritime gradu-

. 7
ate who 18 now the museum s curator.

ECU faculty professor Dr. Brad Rodgers gets a helping hand from
Heather Cain as M.J. Harris awaits her tum.

The remainder of the project was spent
in Sturgeon Bay 10ca’cing several wrecks
known I)y locals to be in the area. A line
search was conducted and floats were placed
on all ularge pieces” of vessels. We discov-
ered a 1arge debris field containing several
wrecks inclu&ing a large scow schooner.
With time running short, we mapped the
area’s location without undertalzing an
extensive examination of the sites. This
area will be researched and mappecl during

next year's field season.

— Heather Cain

ECU student Heather Cain surveys the Fleetwing wreck site near Gills Rock, Wisconsin.



The Penobscot Expe(lition and the Devereaux Cove Vessel

During the summer of 2000, the
ECU Maritime Studies Program was
awarded a grant from the American
Battlefield Protection Program to carry out
a Phase 11 arcliaeological survey ofa poten-
tial Revolutionary War vessel. The vessel is
believed to have been a transport attached
to the Penobscot Expedition of 1779, and
is located in the lower Penobscot River at
Devereaux Cove, Stockton Springs,

Maine.

The Penobscot Expeclition of 1779
represented the largest American naval
operation of the Revolutionary War and
resulted in the greatest American naval dis-
aster prior to Pearl Harbor. A force of over
3,000 seamen, marines, and militia was
assembled loy Massachusetts to (iisloclge a
British garrison of 700 soldiers that had
recently arrived to build and occupy a fort
at Castine, Maine. The American naval
force consisted of nineteen Warstiips and
twenty-tive transports and was oppose(i l)y
three British sloops. After three weeks of
indecisive siege operations against the
British tort, the American force fled up the
Penobscot River when a Royal Navy relief
force arrived from New York. All the
American vessels were either capturecl or
scuttled and burned loy their crews.
Remains of American vessels have been

found from Sears Island at the mouth of

—

Devereaux Cove wreck site in Penobscot Bay, ME.

ECU students Mike Plakos, Cathy Fach, Kim Eslinger, and Matt Muldorf record measurements on the

the Penobscot River to as far north as
Bangor.

The aim of the 2000 fieldwork was to
determine the extent of the vessel’s
remains, procluce detailed site and wreck
maps, determine the site’s potential for fur-
ther arcl'laeological investigation, and l)egin
the process of nominating the Devereaux
Cove Vessel for the National Register of
Historic Places. Directed l)y Russ Green,
the tielclworle was carried out from 0-14
July with a llarcl—worlzing crew of ECU
Maritime Studies students inclu(ling Kim
Eslinger, Catliy Facl'i, Matt Multlort, and
Mike Plakos. Special thanks to Dr. Warren
Riess of the University of Maine’s Darling
Marine Center for his gui(lance and assis-
tance.

Because the Devereaux Cove Wreck is
located in a tidal tlat, visible remains are
entirely expose(i at low tide and completely
sul:)mergecl at liigll tide. Consequently,
many of the vessel’s timbers become water-
logge(l (luring lligtl ticte, only to (lry out
when exposecl at low tide. This cycle accel-
erates wood (iecomposition and will eventu-
ally result in timbers too unstable for exca-
vation or accurate arcllaeological informa-
tion. A(i(iitionally, signiticant seasonal

temperature clianges result in ice formation

and repeate(i expansion and contraction of
the waterlogged tirnloers, further compro-

mising structural integrity. lce formation
over the site also produces “ratting", a con-
dition where loose timbers may be worked
free of the mud as the ice tt1ey are attached
to drifts away from the site. Lastly, the
wreck is l:)eing eroded l:)y constant tidal
cllanges and the movement of water over
the exposecl timbers. Those timbers not
tirmly ensconced in the mud bottom or
attached to a more substantial part of the
wreck are sul)ject to l)eing (tile(ige(i and
carried away with the outgoing tide. Much
of the vessel has alrea(ly been lost via this
process.

The Devereaux Cove Wreck covers
rouglily a 00 x 20 foot area. The visible
remains consist primarily of floor timbers
and first tuttocles, which protru(le several
inches above the mud line. Just below the
mud line, a signiticant portion of outer hull
planlzing remains intact and securely
treenailed to a(ljacent frames. Altliougli the
keelson is missing, prol)ing along the ves-
sel’s centerline revealed that portions of the
keel are extant, tllougti much of it is severe-
ly (iegra(ied. Prol)ing beneath two or three
feet of mud at the wreck’s approximate ends
suggeste&i that more of the Vessel, perllaps
the remnants of a stem or sternpost assem-
l:»ly, miglit also have survived.

Altllougll no dateable artifacts were
ctiscovere(l, a curious liweclge", found
between a floor timber and the afljacent
outer hull planleing prove(i interesting.

One floor timl)er, with three octagonal
trunnels partially intact, was removed from
the site, pliotograplle(i, slzetclle(i, and
replace(i. A(i(iitionally, several wood and
stone samples were talzen, and are currently
l)eing analyze(i.

Clearly, the Devereaux Cove Wreck
warrants a limited excavation, as features
hidden well beneath the mud may signiti—
cantly add to our unclerstancling of
eigliteentli century sliip construction.
Moreover, substantial pliysical evidence may
be found that will lielp substantiate the his-
torical recor(i, and more closely i(ientity the
wreck with the 1779 Penobscot Expedition.
Untortunately, time is a crucial tactor, for
natural processes will soon claim what

remains Of tlle Devereaux Cove Vessel.

- RMSS Green



Deep Water Arc]naeolog’y and USS Monitor

East Carolina University’s Program in
Maritime Studies and Diving Sa{ety Office
were invited to participate in this year's
research expedition to the USS Monitor
National Marine Sanctuary. Archaeologist
Frank Cantelas, gracluate student Tane
Casserley, Diving Sai:ety Officer Steve
Seuers, and Assistant Diving Safety Officer
Gary Byrd joine(l the survey team consist-

ing of research divers from the Cambrian

Foundation and NOAA’s National
Undersea Research Center (NURC) located
at UNC-Wilmington. Diving off UNC-
Wilmington’s research vessel Cape Fear, the
survey team combined their considerable
talents to investigate the wreck site.
Launched on January 30, 1862 at the
Continental Shipyarcl, Broolzlyn, New
Yorle, USS Monitor had an immediate
impact on naval warfare. The United
States Navy had planned for some time to
construct ironclad warsllips, or ﬂoating bat-

teries as t}ley were lznown, but since the

War of 1812, the Navy had been given lit-
tle {:unding. When news reached
Washington that the Confederate Navy had
raised the burned and scuttled USS
Merrimack to convert it into an ironclad
warship (CSS Virginia), a sense of urgency
overwhelmed the Union. Under intense
pressure, the U.S. Navy contracted John
Ericsson to clesign a vessel to stop the
Confederate threat. Ericsson’s earlier suc-
cesses in developing compact steam engines
and the first screw propeﬂer prompted him
to make a radical depar’cure in naval design.
He then proceeded to &efy engineering and
naval slzeptics by completing his prototype
Civil War ironclad in less then 100 days.
Nicknamed “cheesebox-on-a-raft”
because of its rotating turret and low free-
}Joard, Monitor was unlike any other vessel
built. Mounted with twin, 11-inch
Dah]gren guns and placement of the engi-
neering spaces and crew’s quarters below the
water line made Monitor a formidable adver-
sary. Its battle with the CSS Virginia at
Hampton Roads on March 8, 1862, may
have been one of the most anticipated
engagements in modern naval warfare.
This was the first encounter between iron-

clad vessels .

The Virginia had already
devastated the federal fleet
lolocleading the area l)y the time
Monitor arrived at Hampton
Roads. The Confederate ironclad
easily des’troyed the wooden frigates
USS Cumberland and USS
Congress, and severely damaged
USS Minnesota. The wooden-
hulled vessels were no match for
the Virginia's iron armor.

The battle between Monitor
and Virginia ended in a stalemate.
Often fired at point blank range,
cannon balls simply bounced off
the protected huﬂs, without seri-
ously (lamaging cither vessel.
Naval traditionalists were very critical of
these new ships’ a])ilities, but the battle
proved to the world that ironclads were an
effective weapon and not a mere novelty. It
was the Leginning of the end for the age of
sail and wooden hulls in Warships.

Monitor sank in heavy seas while Leing

towed ]:)y USS Rhode Island on December
31, 1862. Designecl for coastal and river-
ine patrols, Monitor was never intended to
operate in blue water. The ship quiclzly
took on water through the turret, anchor
Weu, and blower pipes, forcing the captain
to abandon sllip. She now lies upside down
in 230 feet of water, approximately 20
miles off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina.

NOAA Project Director Dr. ]ohn
Broadwater’s ohjectives for the year 2000
expedi’cion included a t]nree-p]nase plan to
recover Monitor’s vi]:)ra’cing side-lever
engine. NOAA determined that a cata-
strophic hull coﬂapse is imminent on the
Monitor and the recovery of important his-
torical artifacts, such as the engine, are
imperative. An Engine Recovery Structure
(ERS) was especiaﬂy designe& lay the
marine engineering firm Qceaneering to
gently remove the engine, and raise it l)y
crane to the surface. The massive structure
includes a l)ri(lge and trouey that can be
precisely maneuvered without damaging
Monitor’s remains.

During the project’s first phase, research
divers were tasked with a pre—distur]oance
survey of the engine room. This included
recording delicate artifacts such as the

Tane Casserley and Gary Byrd prepare for a deep-water dive
on Monitor.

steam and mercury gauges, as well as criti-
cal measurements to assist positioning the
ERS as it was lowered to the seabed. The
second phase was conducted by Oceaneer-
ing and the U.S. Navy's Mobile Diving and
Salvage Unit utilizing a 300- IJy 80- foot
Barge and crane to lower the 90- ton ERS
down to straddle the wreck site. After suc-
cessfuﬂy positioning the ERS , the dive sur-
vey team returned to l)egin the third pl’lase
of the project. Diving concurrently with
the Navy's ’cethered, surface—supplie(l clivers,
the unencumbered researchers continued
recording engine machinery and changes at
the site.

Unpre&ictable Cape Hatteras weather
delayed raising the engine this year. Under
the supervision of the Cambrian
Foundation’s Terrence TysaH and NURC’s
Doug Kes]ing, the dive survey team did
successfuﬂy comple’ce 62 dive evolutions
ranging from 20 to 35 minutes of bottom
time. Breatl'ling NOAA Trimix [, an 18%
Oxygen, 50% Helium mix spech[icauy
&esigned for use on the Monitor project,
&ecompression olaliga’tions typicauy ranged
between 90 and 170 minutes. This year's
successful expeclition laid the groundworlz
for the engine recovery projected for the
2001 field season, and proved the research
capa]oilities of a combined ECU, NOAA,
NURC, US Navy, UNC—Wilmington, and

Cambrian Foundation team.

— Tane Casser/ey



Archaeological Investigation of
the Gold Rush Steamship ‘Vin][ie/c{ Scott

In July 2000, ECU graduate students
Deborah Marx, Matthew Lawrence, and
Tane Casserley, along with Maritime
Studies Program staff arc}laeologis’t Frank
Can’telas, traveled to California to conduct
a Phase 11 survey of the steamship ‘Win][ie/al
Scott wreck site. Under the direction of
Deborah Marx, a seven-clay investigation
focused on taleing a closer look at the well-
known wreck site off Anacapa Island, one
of five islands comprising the Channel
Islands group off the southern California
coast.

In 1981 the National Park Service
Submerged Cultural Resource Unit posi-
’tively located and identified the wreck of
‘Vin][ie/c] Scott. Since the initial survey,
National Park Service and National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Admini-
stration (NOAA) archaeologists have con-
tinued to document the site and monitor its
condition due to its location in a popular
recreational diving area. The shallow and
readﬂy accessible site has been subjected to
&amaging human ancl natural forces and
the NPS was gla(l to have a new site survey
reexamine the condition of the wreck and
record rapi(ﬂy de’ceriora’ting features.

Four objectives directed the project’s
fieldwork. The most important o})jective
was to establish the wreck site’s location in
relation to Anacapa Island. Team members
employecl land survey equipment to locate
the wreck on a USGS Jcopographic map.
Next, the crew completed detailed drawings
of the engine components and remaining
wooden hull structure. Fouowing that, pre-
viously unidentified remains were recorded
and identified. As the last ol)jective of the
survey, participants conducted underwater
and land searches to locate new features
around the main wreck area. Numerous
remains were located and recorded })y the
team. All drawings were compiled with a
Computer Aided Dra{:ting (CAD) program
to generate a complete site map containing
detailed (Jrawings of engine components and
the wooden hull structure as well as the

wreck site’s relation to Anacapa Island.

Westervelt and MacKey, of Broolzlyn,
New Yorlz, built ‘Vinfie/d Scott in 1850 for
Davis, Brooks and Company. The 1290-

ton wooden side-wheel steamer measured
225 feet in lengtl'l with a 35 foot beam.
Built for service between San Francisco
and Panama during the California Gold
Rush, it did not arrive on the West Coast
until April 1852. The newly-established
New York and New Orleans Steamship
Company operated the vessel. ‘Vinﬁe/d Seott
and the steamship Union provided regular
and direct service between New York and
New Orleans until January 1852, when
anie/a’ Seott left New York for the last
time and steamed to California to join in
the Gold Rush frenzy.

‘Winfie/a’ Scott soon became a favorite
among passengers on the San Francisco to
Panama route, but its owners found it diffi-
cult to compete against the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company’s monopoly of that
route. In July 1853, the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company purc]nased ‘Win/[ie/c]
Scott and added it to their fleet of Gold
Rush steamers, where it providecl regular
service along the Panama route until
December 1853.

On the morning of December 1,
1853, ‘Win][ie/al Scott steamed out the
Golden Gate loaded with passengers and
specie for Panama. The fouowing foggy
evening, the captain missed the Santa
Barbara Channel and ran onto the rocks
off Anacapa Island. Passengers quiclzly

jumped into lifeboats and the crew rowed

them to sl'lore, where they camped on the
isolated island for a week before being res-
cued and taken back to San Francisco.
Despite the passengers’ week of llar(lship,
all of them returned safely to the mainland
and continued their journey.

The ‘Vinﬁe/c] Scott wreck site is mainly
comprised of engine components and various
iron features. Numerous salvage attempts
scattered the steamer’s remains, but there is
still an easily observed order to the site.
Despite years in a dynamic environment a
10- ]:)y 14-foot section of bottom hull struc-
ture survives to provicle valuable information
on the construction of nineteenth century
wooden steamships. Concretions obscure
most of the vessel’s iron remains, but abun-
dant side-lever engine components are still
readily i&entiﬁal)le, including portions of an
engine cylin(ler, side-lever, pad(ﬂe shaft sup-
port, paddle wheel, and boiler base.

Well-deserved thanks to the Channel
Islands National Parle, NOAA Channel
Islands National Marine Sanctuary,
California State Lands Commission, and
California State Parks for their support of
this project. Special thanks also to Otto
and Bettie Marx for lzeeping the crew
happy, warm, and well-fed onboard the
research vessel EDEB. Without their help
this project would never have been conduct-
ed with such ease and comfort.

For further information on the histori-
cal and arc]naeological research on SS
anie/al Scott contact Deborah Marx at
Dmarx0405@aol.com.

- Del)oralz Ma rx

Deborah Marx maps remains of Winfield Scott, near Anacapa Island, CA.



ECU “Pirates” in Pohnpei — Maritimers
Look for Civil War Whaling Ships

One hundred thirty—tive years ago, four
American whaiing ships were capture(i and
burned at Ascension Island in the Pacific.
This past August, Ascension Island (now
known as Pohnpei in the Federated States
of Micronesia) was the setting for an under-
water archaeology investigation hy a team
of students and protessionals from Bast
Carolina University, the
University of Hawaii, and the
Pohnpei State Historic
Preservation Office. Suzanne
Finney, a Ph.D. student in
the Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Program, and Prank
Cantetas, Maritime Studies
Program staff archaeologist,
led the project to locate and
document the remains of the
whaiing wrecks. ECU gra(iu-
ate students Russ Green and
Cathy Fach also participatect
in the survey effort.

The project was funded hy a grant
through the National Park Service Ameri-
can Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP).
The project’s mission was to define what
clements of the Aprii 1865 events still exist
and determine how they might best be pre-
served for future generations. To accomplish
these goa]s, the team conducted a survey of
Pohnahtiie, or Lohd Harhor, in Madolen-
ihmw Province on the southeast corner of
the island. Pohnahtik Harbor was a popu-
lar rest stop and watering hole for whalers
and traders cturing the nineteenth century.
In Aprit 1865, CSS Slzenandaalz, a
Confederate raider commanded hy North
Carolina native Lt. Comdr. James Iredell
Wad&elt, blocked the harbor’s entrance and
captured the four whaters, Bdward Carey,
Harvest, Hector and Pearl. Three vessels
were registere(i as American. Harvest was
sold out of New Be(itor(i, Massachusetts, to
Hawaiian owners in 1862. Lieutenant
Commander Waddell did not believe the
sale to be iegitimate and claimed her also as
a prize despite Hawaii's neutrality.

In August 1999, a smaH team iect hy
Suzanne Finney located the remains of one
suspecte(i whaler in about twenty—tive feet
of water. Using that wreck as a starting

. . , .
point, this year s team uncovered portions

of that wreck site revealing targe sections of
heel, hrictzs, and several large iron ohjects,
possihiy tryworizs knees used to support the
deck where whale blubber was melted into
whale oil. These finds are extremeiy signit-
icant as they led the team to conclude that
there are two wrecks at this site instead of

one. Franle Canteias ma(te a caretui exam-

The Pohnpei 2000 whaler project research team readies for
another dive. (L-R) Russ Green, Megan Moews (U of HI), Allen the
boat driver, Suzanne Finney, and Frank Cantelas.

ination of the expose(i keel area from last

year's project and located the bow and stern
of one Vesset, hoistering the claim that two
wrecks lie side hy side atong the harbor wall.

A local fisherman led the team to a
third wreck site (iuring the project’s first
week. This third wreck was initialty identified
hy the National Park Service Suhmerge(i
Resources Center (tormeriy the Suhmerged
Cuiturai Resource Unit) in 1992 as a pos-
sible whaler from the Shenandoah incident.
The remains include a tairty targe section
of ceiiing pianizing, pump wells and the
main mast step. It is also in about twenty-
five feet of water buried in coral. Emensio
Eperiam of the Pohnpei State Historic
Preservation Office first identified this wreck
asa possihte whaler and hetpe& the National
Park Service with their investigation.

The team spent nearly two weeks map-
ping and photographing the wrecks and sur-
veying the harbor for other cultural material.
In the final ctays, they mapped the harbor
using transit gear suppiied hy the Pohnpei
State Department of Land. This informa-
tion will be compiied into a final report.
Suzanne Finney will present the tin(tings at
the annual Society for Historical
Archaeology conference in Long Beach,
California in January 2001.

— Suzanne S. Finney

Wreclz ot the

Steamship Pomona at
Fort Ross, California
ECU gractuate student Deborah Mar,

atong with coﬂeagues from Indiana Univer-
sity and California State Parks, returned in
August 2000 to Fort Ross State Historic
Park to complete the survey of the steam-
ship Pomona. The team, led hy Charles
Beeleer, director of Underwater Science at
Indiana University, compietect the wreck’s
documentation and finished a cultural
resource management ptan hegun in 1998
During its third season at Fort Ross, the
team ptacect a marker huoy on the wreciz,
(ievetopect an underwater tour guide, video
documented the site, and anatyze(t possihte
locations for a land-based observation point.

Union Iron Works of San Francisco,
California built the steamship Pomona in
1888. The 225-foot steamer was the first
steel hulled coastal liner built speciticauy
for Pacific Ocean service, where it steamed
regularly between San Francisco and
Vancouver untii March 17, 1908. Whﬂe
hea(ting north from San Prancisco the ship
struck a suhmerge(t pinnacte and rupture(t
its hull. The captain headed Pomona into
Fort Ross Cove hoping to beach the vessel
but instead hit another suhmerge(i rock
that sank the ship.

The steamship Pomona lies in 25 to
40 teet ot water, 90 miies north ot San
Francisco. Despite salvors’ use of (iynamite,
the wreck is the most intact nineteenth
century coastal liner on the West Coast,
(iisptaying steam engine parts, Scotch boil-
ers, and steel hull structure. Due to the
wreck’s location in a (tynamic area, archae-
oiogicat work is severety limited hy wave
action. Cold water, low Visihiiity, thick izelp,
and marine life with teeth present a real
chaﬂenge to underwater mapping and pro-
vide an excellent learning experience for
maritime archaeoiogists.

Conservation of artifacts from the
Pomona at the Maritime Studies Program’s
Conservation Lab is ptannect under the
supervision of Dr. Braftley Roctgers and
Deborah Marx. After stahilization, the arti-
facts will be (tisptaye(i at the Fort Ross State
Historic Park museum located in Jenner,

California.

- Del)oralz Marx



ECU Maritimers Intern on the Queen Anne’s Revenge Project

In May 2000, four ECU Maritime
students joined the Blackbeard Shipwreclz
Project at the {acili’cy in Morchead City,
North Carolina opera’ced by the NC State
Underwater Arcllaeology Unit (UAU).
Erich Bruning, Kim Eslinger, Matt
Muldorf, and Mike Plakos, as well as
UNC-Wilmington student Rob Stumley
joinecl the team for a special emergency
recovery dive on the suspected site of the
Queen Anne’s Revenge wreck.

The UAU established three laborato-
ries for wet and dry artifac’cs, and for pro-
cessing 1arge artifacts such as cannons.
Interns assisted in the documentation, pro-
cessing, recovery, conservation and mapping
of artifacts. They also up&a’ted the QAR
website (www.a}l.dcr.state.nc.us/qar).

The Bast Carolina crew worked at the
UAU office for a period of six weeks.

They assisted in the recovery of a section of
planlzing located near the main ballast pile
on the QAR site. This section of planleing
consisted of several pieces of sacrificial
planlzing and outer hull planlzing.
Hurricane Floyd struck in fall of 1999
with such force that the site was exposed
and rescue work was necessary. Visil)ility is
often limited at the site, but ECU students
are trained in low and zero Visibility diving.

At the end of the six-week internship
the students were invited back for the fall
field season. Kim Eslinger and Matt
Muldorf returned while Mike Plakos was
hired })y the UAU as the new project
archaeologist. Eslinger returned earlier in
the season to ljegin an internship focused
on the excavation methodology and materi-
al culture of several concretions attached to
Cannon C4 that was raised in 1998.

Presently her research focuses on a
major concretion filled with what appear to
be shea’ching nails and drift pins. Prior to
the opening of this concretion no nails had
been discovered on the site and it was
believed that none existed, that only the
Larger ferrous artifacts (e.g. the cannons
and anchors) had survived the 282 years on
the ocean floor.

Muldorf returned in Sep’ceml)er as part
of the field crew responsil)le for diving,
mapping, es’cal)lishing vertical relief, and
excavating the site. During the three-week
dive season Muldorf and Eslinger logged

dives on the site mapping, dredging, filling
archaeological preservation devices, clean-
ing current meters, and assisting in the lay—
ing out of the site. A live feed of audio
and video via the Internet allowed pu})lic
school students and others to call in and
communicate with the divers while tl'ley

worked.

The fall 2000 excavation focused pri-
marily on a ten Ly ten foot grid located
directly on top of the area from which the
hull structure was recovered. This ten Ly
ten section was mapped and dredged to the
sterile layer and then covered over with

san(ﬂ)ags to provicle an ending point for

future excavations. Mapping also took place
next to the large ballast pile where several
pieces of hull planleing still pro’crude. With
these areas mappe(l the crew is ready to raise
a second concretion in the spring. Further
fieldwork in the spring and fall seasons of
2001 is alrea(ly in the planning stages.
Anyone interested in 1earning more
about the QAR project or the in’cernslqips
should contact Kimberly Eslinger at
lzesling’er@ncsl.dcr.state.nc.us, or Mike
Plakos at mplalzos@ncsl.dcr.state.nc.us,

or call 252-72()-6841, ext. 154.
- Kiml)er/y Es/inger

Tlle LOSS Of Queen Anne ’S Revenge

Edward Teach’s famous career can
best be traced back to his employment asa
privateer with Captain Benjamin Hornigold
during the latter part of 1717. In the
spring of 1717, sailing between the West
Indies and the Atlantic coast of America,
Horingold and Teach capturecl and plun—
dered a total of seven merchant ships
including La Concora’e, out of St. Malo.
There is no definitive historical record of
La Concorde, but most contemporary
accounts agree that she was both very 1arge
and used as a French slaver. Her actual
origin might be French, Du’cc}l, or even
English.

Teach had admired La Concorde and
with Hornigold's consent, claimed it as a
prize and took command of the vessel.
Accompaniecl loy other pirates not interest-
ed in accepting the lzing’s parclon, he
mounted Jzorty cannon aboard and renamed
her Queen Anne’s Revenge and Legan his
SllOI'lZ, but 1egenda1'y career.

Accor(ling to Captain Charles
]o]'mson's General History of Pirates, during
the first week of June, 1718, foﬂowing a
week long siege at Charles Town,
(Charles’con) South Carolina, three sloops
of Edward Teach’s flotilla sailed into
Beaufort Inlet (Old Top Sail Inlet) under
the cover of darkness to avoid detection and
possi]ole capture, for the purpose of careen-
ing their vessels. Due to the shallow water

and considerable draft of Queen Anne’s
Revenge, Teach had to wait outside the
calmer waters of the inlet for a high tide in
order to skirt the sandbar in front of the
inlet and take the navigalole line (noted on
charts at the time) that indicated the safest
route into the inlet. The fouowing morn-
ing provi(lecl this high tide and Queen
Anne’s Revenge procee(lecl toward the inlet.
According Captain Ellis Bran(l, command-
er of the British man-of-war Lyme, who
reported the Wreclzing of Teach’s vessel:

“I am to aquaint you /[or Your
Lora’slzipys information that on the 10
June or thereabouts a /arge pyrate slzip of
][orty guns with three s/oops in her com-
pany came upon the coast ofNortlz
Carolina where tlzey endevoured to goe
into the lzarlmur, called Topsai/ ]n/ett,
the slzip stuck upon the bar at the

entrance o][ the harbour and is lost, as is

one of the s/oops (Brands 1718).”

Today, North Carolina’s Underwater
Archaeology Unit is directing the investiga-
tion of what appears to be Blackbeard’s
Queen Anne’s Revenge, lost in 1718 just
outside of Beaufort Inlet (Old Top Sail) ,
North Carolina.

- Kim[aer/y Es/inger
and Mike Overj[ie/a]



“Don’t Give up the Ship!": Sailing’ the US Brig Niagara

On 3 June 2000, Dr. Larry Babits
and a crew of three Hast Carolina
University students drove to Norfoﬂe,
Virginia for what would be the opportunity
of a lifetime. We sailed aboard the Brig
Niagara, a full sized representation of the
original Niagara, which 1[0ugh’c in the battle
of Lake Erie during the War of 1812. She
became Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry’s
ﬂagship when the Royal Navy shot
Lawrence to splinters during the battle.

It was then that Perry flew his famous sig-
nal “Don'’t give up the Ship!" What follows
is an account of our journey with quotes
taken from my ship’s 10g.

As part of the Niagara crew, we were
paicl not}ling but our food (it was all you
could eat) while worlzing the ship. This
included standing 4-hour watches (port or
starboard), Worlzing maintenance du’cy,
assisting in the gaﬂey (we cooked on a wood
stove, a luxury even Perry didn’t have in
1813), and giving tours. My first watch
aboard, was a memorable one:” 5
June, raining, stood the 0500 watch,
wa‘cching the rainfaﬂ, dn'nleing coffee
as the ship slep’c on.”

The four of us spent the next
three weeks sailing from Norfoﬂz,
VA, to Newport, RI, before return-
ing south to P}liladelphia. Our first
night underway was memorable for
all of us: “down here in the hull you
can hear the water rushing past. We
are underway and [ am part of it.”
The voyage held a different meaning
for each of us, but an essential part
was the fulfillment of our own sepa-
rate desires to truly become a part of
the ship.

The only concessions made to
“modern life” aboard the vessel
include three marine heads (for a
crew of forty-nine), a wood galley
stove, VHF radios, radar, a GPS
unit, a weather fax, and two marine
diesels used only when the wind died.
The crew sleeps in hammocks or on
the lower deck and take “bucket
showers (‘chis involves clropping a
bucket through a gun port and then
over one’s heacl). Dishes are washed
hy “]Juclzeting" for water, chlorinat-

ing the water in washtubs and then rinsing
in chlorinated seawater.

The most important lessons learned
came from those involving danger to the
ship. Grave consequences can result from
even small mistakes, if not for the quiclz
thinlzing of the captain, mates, and crew.
“All of a sudden we managed to get caug]at
aground }Jeam-ways. The bow hit first and
it sort of twisted us with our beam in the
narrow channel. I felt like I was 1iving
aboard the Queen Anne’s Revenge just then.
It was, in fac’c, an important lesson in site
formation processes... | [saw] a
vessel.. .kedged free and how the site forma-
tion of a wreck is not always. . .simple."

When the first three weeks of my tour
on board expired, I signed on for an addi-
tional two and a half weeks. When that
time ran out, [ found myself hired as the
new Assistant Steward, at one point cook-
ing for a crew of fiﬂy—two, which allowed

me to spen(l a grand total of almost three
months aboard. Life on the ‘Brig’ was not
always as exciting and romantic as we would
like to believe though: “18 June, We are all
exhausted and cranlzy. So much for our
four-hour nap that would have given us a
much needed respite. 30 minutes until dog-
watch and none of us have slept a wink. Tt
is going to be a long night."

Anyone interested in learning more
about opportunities to sail aboard the US
Brig Niagara should contact either the
author (121e0502@mai1.ecu.ec1u), Dr.
Larry Babits (Labits@mail.ecu.edu) , or vol-
unteer coordinator Lisa Benson via the US
Brig Niagara website (WWW.Lrigniag’ara.org').
As a final note it is my privilege to thank
Larry for his part in providing this rare
opportunity to the students and faculty.
“Don’t give up the Ship!”

- Kl’ml]erly Es/inger

The U.S. Brig Niagara. (Photo courtesy of Flagship Niagara League and Commonwealth Media Services).



Remote Sensing Survey Around
Destruction Island, Washing’ton

This past spring the Maritime Studies
Program was awarded a contract to perform
a remote sensing survey for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) off Destruction Island in the Ol-
ympic Coast N ational Maritime Sanctuary.
]eg Morris, an alumnus from the Maritime
Studies Program, and two current students,
Matthew Muldorf and Michael Plalzos,
traveled to Washington state to carry out the
project. The work consisted of two weeks of
remote sensing activities. Historical records
indicate at least thirteen ships were wrecked
on or around Destruction Islan(l, and the
purpose was to determine if any evidence
remains from these Vessels, ancl, if S0, iden-
tify their locations.

Operating out of La Push, WA, the
survey ran from September 11 through
Sep’teml)er 25, 2000. Survey data was
ga’chered Ly side scan sonar and cesium
magnetometer. Archaeologist Bruce
Terrell and Carley Alexander from NOAA
provided oversig]nt, a]ong with Robert
Steelquist, the education coordinator for
the Olympic Coast National Marine
Sanctuary. Bob Schwemmer from the
Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary also came out for two days;
Schwemmer was responsil)le for the histori-

cal research used to set up the project’s

research (lesign.

As the survey effort moved closer and
closer to Destruction Islan(l, great care had
to be taken to avoid 1arge rock formations
jutting up from the ocean bottom. At the
same time, it was deemed necessary to get
as close as possible to these rock features,
for they were most lilzely the cause of the
majority of the wrecks in the area.
Therefore, if there were any indications of
shipwrecles to be £ound, they were lileely
hidden among the rocks.

Worleing near the rocks laept the entire
crew occupie(l. Captain Palmer carefuﬂy
maintained his course to 1zeep Tatoosh in
clesignatecl survey lanes while lzeeping an eye
on the approaching rocks and the dep’th
sounder, malzing sure that his vessel did not
join all the others that had gone down in
this locale. Muldorf, Plalzos, and Morris
rotated between watc]ning the side scan
monitor looleing for indications of man-
made ol)jects among the rock formations,
someone else would lzeep an eye on the
magnetometer data, whilst laeeping track of
completecl survey lanes and cletermining the
next lane. The final member of the crew
was on standlay on deck. Because of the
shallow bottom and rocks the depth of the

sonar tow fish was constantly adjus’ted.

Matt Muldorf monitoring a side scan sonar display.

The effort paid off. Close in among
the rocks on one corner of the island the
magnetometer picleed up a large anomaly.
The size and duration of the anomaly indi-
cated a large amount of ferrous material.
The historical data revealed a survivor's
account of a vessel carrying a 1arge quantity
of railroad iron that struck the rocks and
sank in almost the exact location where the
anomaly was detected. Several other small-
er anomalies were detected elsewhere in the
survey l)y either the magnetometer or the
side scan. Data from these sensors is cur-
rently ]oeing analyzed and compared with
historical data to determine if there are any
other high possihili’cy targets in the survey

area.

— Matthew Mu/dor][

= - -

Destruction Island, WA, part of the Olympic Coast National Maritime Sanctuary.



LASER DIGITAL MODELING

and the Archaeolog’ical Investig’ation of USS Schurz

The USS Schurz Project was a Phase
II arciiaeoiogicai investigation of USS
Sclzurz, which sank off the North Carolina
coast on June 21, 1918. The Schurz"s hull
construction combined steel and wood
pianieing covered i)y copper siieatiiing, and
its use of both sail and steam for propuision
made it a prime exampie of the evolution
from the traditional wooden sail fleets to
the modern steel steam navies. Principai
Investigator Tane Casseriey’s objective was
to ciigitaiiy map the site in order to s’cu(iy
the construction tecilniques of this late
nineteenth century vessel. The wreck lies
32 miles off Morehead City, N orth
Caroiina, in 115 feet of water.

Originaiiy known as the SMS Geier, it
was a 255-foot iong German cruiser of the
Bussard class built in 1894 ]:)y the Imperiai
Docizyar(i in Wiliiiieimshaven, Germany.
Aitilougii the Geier (Sclmrz) was launched
in 1894, it did not i)egin its overseas career
until 1898 Wiien it ’craveieci to Haiti to sup-
press a native uprising. Later that year, the
Geier participa’ce(i in the Spanisii-American
War i)y evacuating German reiugees from
Havana, and spent the ioiiowing two years
steaming between Germany's ioreign naval
stations on South America’s eastern and
western coastlines. From 1900-1905,
Geier was ordered to China to aid German
allied forces (iuring the Boxer Rebellion.

In 1911, Geier participateci in the Turiaisil—
[talian War, protecting German invest-
ments until 1913 wiien it was sent to Dar
es Saiaam, Germany’s East African Station
in Tanganyiiza. The Geier remained there
until 1914 when hostilities between
Germany and Great Britain increased to
the point the German Higii Command
ordered the Geier to join Admiral Graf
Spee’s East Asia Squa(iron at Tsingtao as a
reinforcement for the German coiony there.
World War I broke out as the Geier
steamed towards Tsingtao, and Admiral
Graf Spee’s Squa(iron ciepaite(i on a com-
merce—rai(iing mission in the south Pacific.
Alone in the eastern Paciiic, un(iergunne(i
and un(ierpowereti, the Geier's captain, Karl
Grassiioi, decided his best course of action

would be to intern in a neutral port. The
Territory of Hawaii appeare(i the most
i)enign, so the Geier made all possii)ie spee(i
to Honolulu. During its tiiree-year intern-
ment in Honoiuiu, hostilities escalated
between the United States and Germany
until 1917 when the United States entered
World War I.

The United States seized the Geier at
the outbreak of the war and discovered the
Germans had not been idle ciuring their
stay in Honolulu. The Geier had been
transmitting messages to Germen agents in
Japan while the siiip’s band piaye(i iiveiy
music to drown out the sound of the crack-
iing wireless ‘ceiegrapil. When the captain’s
(iiary was coniiscateti, it was discovered that
the officers and crew were not oniy attempt-
ing to smuggie themselves back to
Germany, but were also sprea(iing rumors
that the United States was piotting to
invade Canada.

After Geier’s seizure, it became proper-
ty of the U.S. Navy, and underwent minor
modifications to re-enter service as the
USS Schurz. The Schur= spent most of its
active life conciuc’cing escort cluty and
coastal patrols, first in the central Pacific
and later in the Atlantic. While on its last
patroi, the Schurz was rammed i)y the
steamer Florida in the eariy morning of
June 21, 1918, off Cape Looizout, North
Carolina. Under full steam, but without
running iigii’cs, the Florida crashed into the
Schurz aiong the starboard ]:)ri(ige, penetrat-
ing twelve feet into the well and berth

Bow shot of USS Schurz, displaying ornate detail.

decks, causing one iataiity and injuring
twelve officers and crewmen. Schurz sank
rapi(iiy and at 7:58am (iisappeare(i beneath
the waves.

Fieldwork for the Schurz Project ran
from August 22-28, 2000. The archaeo-
iogicai investigation was non-intrusive, and
limited to mapping and recor(iing the site.
The oi)jec‘cives for project team members
Mike Hughes, Doug ]ones, Matt Lawrence,
and Diving Saiety Officer Gary Byr(i, were
to (iigitaiiy-mosaic the wreck site, and
record hull construction techniques.

The mosaic was conducted with the
use of a Laser Digitai Modeler (LDM),
speciiicaiiy (iesigne(i for the project ]:)y the
principai investigator. The LDM is a hand
held system consisting ofa (iigitai video
camera and containing a laser reference sys-
tem. Four lasers attached to the Jceiescop—
ing arms provi(ie visual reference points for
distance measurements. The LDM was
towed behind a scooter at a fixed distance
above the site, (iepen(iing on (iaiiy Visii)iiity,
and recorded the si'iipwrecie below it.
Individual still frames from the video were
then used to create the (iigitai-mosaic. This
mosaic was later transferred to AutoCAD,
transforming the arciiaeoiogicai data into a
site map (iirectiy over the mosaic image.

While the mosaic was i)eing create(i,
the rest of the team recorded the fastener
pattern and hull construction. The con-
struction technique of the steel hull was of
particular importance, covered i)y wood
pianizing and copper siieatiling. This con-
struction was quite unusual for the time
perioci and was scrutinized cioseiy.

The team was able to compiete 4 (i,ays
of ciiving with 41 dives overall. Breatiiing
30% Nitrox, the team was able to record
the site for 25 minutes a (iive, with two
dives per (iay. Visii)iiity on the bottom
range(i from 50-150 i‘k., and water temper-
ature in the iiigil 70’s made for near ideal
conditions to conduct an arciiaeoiogicai
investigation. Aitiiougii poor weather and
iarge swells inhibited the team from utilizing
all the time available, enougil information

was gatiiere(i, to meet the project oi)jec’cives.

- Ta ne Casser/ey



Phase I Survey: The British Incursion into the Upper Elk River

On April 28, 1813, British forces
under Rear-Admiral George Cockburn
ascended northern Maryland’s Elk River
attempting to disrupt maritime commerce
in the Chesapealee during the War of
1812. The British had instituted a block-
ade of the Chesapeaize and hoped to force
the United States out of the war and divert
attention from the Great Lakes. During
the incursion, Cockburn’s forces met with
some resistance from local militia and were
involved in minor skirmishes. For the peo-
ple of Cecil County, these actions were dire.
The British burned several vessels and de-
stroye(i l)uil(iings because of the resistance.

In August 2000, East Carolina
University Maritime Studies Program stu-
dent Michael Hug}ies, in conjunction with
the Maryland Historical Trust and the
National Park Service, conducted a Phase
I survey of the Upper Elk River, Eﬂeton,
Marylancl. The survey was part of a
statewide initiative regarding the War of
1812. This initiative targetecl the discovery
and documentation of material culture
related to the War of 1812 in Maryland,
both on land and water. Another aspect of
the initiative was to involve the public in
the archaeo]ogical process l)y explaining the
benefits of protecting their cultural

resources.

While researching primary source
documents, the crew uncovered references
to potential material remains from the War
of 1812. These items included a chain
i)oom, wrecks of two pacleet ships, and can-
non shot from Fort Deiiance, Fort
Hoiiingswortii, and Frenchtown, all located
on the shores of the Elk River. The goai
was to locate these artifacts, as well as any
other relevant material because they would
help (1) identify fort locations, (2) confirm
the clocumen’cary evidence we had uncov-
eretl, and 3 add to the cultural llistory of
Cecil County.

Worlzing to get the pui)lic involved,
Hughes, Maryiand Historical Trust under-
water arc}iaeoiogis’c Steven Biliclzi, and Tim
Wallace from Macalester Coﬂege in
Minnesota, invited members of the local
community to assist in the fieldwork. The
volunteers were split into two groups, one
to assist with the river survey, the other to
assist with a land survey. The turnout was
impressive and provi&ed invaluable assis-
tance to the archaeologists.

Hughes and the volunteers conducted
the Phase [ survey using a magnetometer
to detect anomalies on the river bottom.
Certain signatures from the magnetometer
indicated possi]oie locations for relevant

material culture. The river geography

ECU Maritime students Mike Plakos and Michael Hughes conducting a remote sensing survey on
the Upper Elk River.

proved both a boon and a curse, however.
The Upper Elk River was narrow at some
very lzey points, faciiita.’cing the magnetome-
ter survey, yet the tidal flow left some areas
un-navigai)le except at extreme high ’cides,
and sometimes not even then.

The survey yiel(lecl mixed results.
There were a number of anomalies that
looked promising, but when dived, were
only junlz thrown in the river, as with an
old car engine. The process was to Luoy
possil::le hits, bounce dive on them, and
conduct circle searches to find the detected
anomaly. There were a few pro]oiems with a
search of this type because the water was
extremeiy murley and visii)ility was practi-
caﬂy zero. Many times O]Qjects were buried
due to the sl’xiﬂing of the sediment. There
were many o})jec’cs that set off the magne-
tometer — pipelines, metal reiuse, etc.

Some artifacts of note were cliscovere(l,
inclucling concreted chain shot, used in its
day to disable ships rigging. This was locat-
ed in front of the possilale Fort Defiance
site. Some wroug}i’t iron chain was located,
but it was not large enough to be consid-
ered as a chain boom. As for the vessels
burned i)y the British, one had been located
the previous October. This work is the
su]:)ject of a thesis ]:)y ECU Maritime
Studies student Michael Plakos. The other
vessel is believed to be buried i)y sediment.
Thougli on the last (iay of {iei(lworla, the
team discovered some debris that may have
been connected to the second vessel. Time
pro}iilai’ted coniirrnation, but more field
work will be conducted in the future.

m would like to thank all the volunteers
who showed up, the American Batt/eﬁe/al
Protection Program, the Mary/am! Tourism
Deve/opment Boaral, the Mary/anal
Historical Trust, State Underwater
Arclzaeo/ogist Susan Lang/ey, the
Susquelzanna Museum o][ Havre de Grace,
and Michael Dixon from the Cecil County
Historical Society, who all gave us

assistance Juring this project.

Questions or comments can be forwarded to

Michael Hughes at mikhugh@yahoo.com.
— Mike Huglzes



The Effects of Hurricanes
the Tarboro Wreck Site

During the 1999 Maritime Studies
Summer Field Sctlool, stu(tents document-
ed the remains of Oregon, a small
Tar/Pamlico River steamer. Built in
Baltimore in 1846, the steamer passed
ttlrougtl a new inlet in the Outer Banks as
it steamed from Baltimore to Wastlington,
North Carolina, in 1848. The inlet
became known as Oregon Inlet after the
steamer. After operating on the
Tar/ Pamlico River tor more than a (tecade,
the steamer joinect the Confederate cause
and was uttimatety sunk in 1863 during a
Union cavatry raid on TartJoro, North
Carolina.

When the field school investigated the
wreck site during June 1999, only one to
two feet of water covered the site and most
of the vessel’s remains were expose(t or
tigtltty buried under three or four inches of
sand. The sand was deepest at the extreme
upstream end of the wreck where it reached
a (tepttl of one and a half feet. Water levels
and sediment ctepttls remained almost con-
stant from June ttlrougtl the end of
August. The back-to-back Septemher
Hurricanes, Dennis and Floy(t, (tumpe(t a
tremendous amount of rain on BEastern
North Carolina and resulted in the Tar
River’s ﬂooding. On 19 Septem]oer, the
recording station one mile upstream from
the wreck site, registered the river’s stage at
41 feet (19 feet is flood stage) and a river
ﬂow rate of 70,500 cubic teet/ second. The
mean flow rate for Septemt)er is 1,500
cubic feet/second.

North Carolina’s Underwater
Arctlaeotogy Unit, Maritime Studies pro-
tessors, and I worried that the tremendous
flow of water migtlt have washed the
Oregon’s remains into Pamlico Sound.
The wreck’s exposed nature did not offer
much tlope for its survival against the
floodwaters and water-horne debris. Higt’l
water (turing the touowing summer prevent-
ed a return to assess the flood’s effects until
October 2000, when Maritime Studies
staff archaeologist Frank Cantetas, students
Doug Jones, Dede Marx, and [ ventured to
the wreck site. Along the way, we saw

many unusual ttxings hanging from the tree

Dennis and Floy(l on

Matthew Lawrence, Frank Cantelas, and Doug Jones record measurements at the Tarboro river site.

limt)s, ranging from underwear to a 1arge
steel dumpster.

Arriving at the site, our worst fears
were manifest. Where the wreck site had
lain exposed on a sandbank there was only
the sandbank. After a few initial moments
of unfruitful prot)ing, our prot>es hit solid
wood and we t)egan to assess the wreck
site’s extent under the sand. The site’s
prot)ed 1engtt1 and width matched the meas-
urements taken during the 1999 investiga-

tion. Sediment depttl measurements on
the site indicated that the wreck was buried
twice as deep. The site’s resistance to such
destructive ﬂoocting bodes well for its con-
tinued existence as a valuable arctlaeologicat
resource representing southeastern steam
navigation. The steamer Oregon and steam
navigation on the Tar/Pamlico River are
the sutajects of my MA thesis. Please direct
inquiries to ms]OSOS@mail.ecu.edu.

— Mattlzew Lawrence

Maritime and History Students

Captain Channing Zucker, USN (Ret.), visited the Maritime Studies Program in November and spoke to
two groups of interested ECU students. Captain Zucker is the Executive Director of the Historic Naval
Ships Association. The association’s members include over 120 vessels, ranging from aircraft carriers and
battleships to small craft, and employ hundreds of persons with a total combined budget of over $68
million annually. Captain Zucker spoke on the association’s history, operations, and job opportunities.
Shown here after a presentation are: Heather Cain, Jeff DiPrizito, Capt. Zucker, Matt Lawrence, Alena

Derby, and Kate Goodall.




Meet the Entering Maritime Studies Class at East Carolina . . .

The eleven students in this year's enter-
ing Maritime Studies class have remartzatyty
varied taactzgroun(ls and diverse research
interests. Ttley are the twentieth class of
students to enter the Maritime Studies
Program since it’s tounding in 1980.

Jotln Hart Asher is a native of
]actzson, Mississippi. He attended the
University of Mississippi and graduated
with a B.A. in History. ]otln worked with
that state’s Department of Archives and
History on the exhibits staff for the Old
Capitot Museum. He became interested in
arctlaeotogy when he worked on various pre-
historic sites ttn'ougtlout the state. His the-
sis research deals with three Civil War side-
wheel steamboat wrecks located in
Mississippi’s Big Black River.

Heather Cain started the Maritime
Studies program in Spring Semester 2000.
Heather is originauy from Cincinnati,
Ohio. She recentty compteted her BA. in
Anttlropotogy at the University of N evacta,
Las Vegas. Heather's research interests
include the maritime culture of the Great
lakes and artifact conservation.

Chris Cartellone was raised in Cedar
Rapi&s, Towa. He received his B.A. in
History from lowa State University. He did
volunteer fieldwork with Earthwatch on a
wreck site in Bermuda. Chris is married,

and his wife Ste{'tany teaches tligtl school

science. Chris’ research interests include

diptomatic and mititary txistory.

Alena Dert)y grew up in upstate New
Yortz, and received a B.A. in Political
Science/International Relations from the
University of Rochester. After cot]ege, she
moved to Colorado where she became a ski
t)um, worlzing at Beaver Creek Ski Resort.
She also spent summers as a whitewater
ratting guide. Alena’s research interests
include the diplomatic tlistory of the early
nineteenth century U.S. Navy.

Kate Goodall is a British transplant
who received her B.A. in Engtistl and
French from North Carolina State Univer-
sity. She learned how to scuba dive while
traveting in Ma&agascar. Her research inter-
ests include inundated terrestrial sites of the
Great Smotzey Mountains National Parlz,
artifact conservation, and exhibit display.

Viclzy Martindale grew up in north-
western Ohio. She attended Colgate
University and graduated from the
University of Central Florida with a B.A.
in History. She has worked in the comput-
erfinformation systems field for five years,
consutting and teactling at Owens
Community Coﬂege in Toteclo, Ohio. Now
she’s 1ootzing to get out of the computer lab
and do some field work.

Keith Meverden grew up in northern
Wisconsin, and received his B.S. in
Psyctlotogy from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Keith is an avid diver,

The entering Maritime Studies class: (front row) Kate Goodall, Alena Derby, Kimberly Monk, and Vicky
Martindale; (back row) Chris Cartellone, Jason Paling, Keith Meverden, John Hart Asher, Mike Overfield and
Steve Workman. Not pictured is Heather Cain.

with Trimix and Full Cave certifications.
Before coming to ECU, he worked a vari-
ety of jo])s such as truck driver, welder, sol-
dier, and psychopattly researcher. His cur-
rent research interest is Great Lakes mar-
itime tlistory‘

Kimt)erly Monk is from Toronto,
Ontario. Kimt)erly received her B.A. in
Anttlropology from Western Ontario
University and has done arctlaeologicat field
work in the Caritjt)ean, Texas, Ftoricta, and
Ontario. Kim]oerty is also a PADI scuba
instructor. Among her current research
interests are nineteenttl—century Canadian
canal t)oats, and the (tevetopment of French
naval architecture.

Michael Overfield is from East
Haven, Connecticut. He received his B.A.
in Anttlropology from California State
University, Hayward. While at Cal State,
Mike was instrumental in developing the
University’s Virtual Museum, utilizing digi-
tal ptlotograptly and the Quicte Time Media
ptayer to create virtuat extlit)its. In 1998,
Mike attended Cornell University's Shoal
Marine Lat)oratory program in underwater
arctlaeotogy. Mike and his wife Tressa have
a one-year old son, Conner. Mike's pri-
mary research interest is piracy and its
impact on earty America.

Jason Paling' is from Nashua, New
Hampstlire. He received his B.A. in Arch-
aeotogy from Boston University. Prior to
attending ECU, Jason studied evidence of
the Mayan obsidian trade in Belize and
Guatemala. He has also done fieldwork in
Bermuda. Jason’s primary research interests
include the stucty of Bermudan shore-based
wtlating and apptying principtes of underwa-
ter arctxaeotogy to pre-Cotumt)ian cultures.

Steve Workman is from Minnesota,
where he received a B.S. in Business Admin-
istration at Mankato State University.
Steve was an inteuigence officer in the U.S.
Navy from 1977-2000, and served aboard
aircraft carriers Ranger, Kitty Hawk, and
Abraham Lincoln. He is a PADI scuba
instructor and recentty became a Civil War
reenactor (1St Minnesota Intan’cry). Steve's
wite, Terri, teaches tligh school math. Ttley
have two t)oys, Jim and Jotln. Steve’s pri-
mary research interest is the tlistory of the

U.S. Navy from 1775-1865.
— Steve Woeran



ECU Stu(].ents and
Faculty Visit
Mariners’ Museum

ECU students from the Maritime
Studies and Coastal Resources
Management programs, led by Dr. Timothy
Runyan and Frank Cantelas, visited the
Mariners’ Museum in Newport News,
Virginia, on 11-12 November. The trip
was part of the continuing ECU-Mariners’
Museum program to acquaint new students
with members of the professional staff,
museum resources, and the research hbrary.

On Friday a&ernoon, the ECU group
was greeted l)y Dr. William Cogar, vice
presiden’c and chief curator for the muse-
um, and formerly a facul’ty member at the
US Naval Academy. The tour started with
a short lunch generously provide(l Ly the
museum during which the students met
other members of the staff, including Lyles
Forl)es, Ben Trasle, and Curtiss Peterson.
Students also had a chance to introduce
themselves and share current research inter-
ests with the staff members. ECU students
in the group included Jol’m Asher, Sam
Belcher, Heather Cain, Chuis Cooper,
Alena Derl)y, Kate Goodall, Viclzy
Martindale, Keith Meverden, Kimlaerly
Monk, Jason Paling, and Steve Workman.

Fouowing lunch, Dr. Cogar conducted
an extensive “behind the scenes” tour for
the group. Students were allowed guided
access through the museum’s numerous
artifact and paintings storage rooms, office
areas, design shops, and conservation labs.
Curtiss Peterson, chief conservator for
USS Monitor ar’cifacts, led the group to a
large covered outdoor tank containing the
sl'xip’s propeuer and shaft where he
explaine(l the on-going conservation
process. Students got an up-close look at a
very 1arge artifact undergoing a 1engthy
conservation process that will soon result in
a stabilized artifact for public clisplay. The
Museum plans to incorporate the propeﬂer
and shaft into a full-size mocle—up Monitor
exhibit. Initial plans are already in clevelop—
ment to incorporate Monitor’s turret into

the full-size display after its successfuuy

recovery, and conservation.

Chief conservator Curtiss Peterson shows visiting ECU Maritime students Monitor’s shaft and propeller
currently undergoing conservation processes at the museum.

New assistant curator for small cra{:t,
Lyles For]oes, gave the group an interesting
overview and tour of the museum’s exten-
sive inventory of small craft. Included in
the collection are a mix of native American
fishing canoes, a Brazilian deep—sea fishing
ra{-l:, various models of competition class
sain)oa’cs, lake ferry laoa’ts, and historic res-
cue craft.

After the guided tour, students had a
chance to explore the various museum
exhibits on their own for the remainder of
the afternoon. Among exhibits currently
on display are “Chesapealze Bay Gaﬂery, " a
collection of paintings, photos, and artifacts
examining the history of the Bay; “Waters
of Despair ~Waters of Hope,” explores the
impact of African-Americans on the mar-
itime and naval economy of Chesapealze
Bay from 1750-1950; “Age 01[
Explora’cion," highlighting the early New
World discoveries and early tools of ocean
navigation; a &isplay of classic Chris-Craft
recreational boa’cs {rom the 1920s and
1930s; “Defending the Seas,” covering the
historic role of the U.S. Navy from the age
of sail to nuclear power; “Great Hall of
Steam,” detaﬂing the story of oceangoing

commercial steamships through models and
paintings; “William Francis Gibbs: Naval
Architect,” chronicling the life of the

famous designer of naval and commercial
vessels; and the Crabtree collection of
miniature ships. The evening’s activities
included the opportunity to talk with Dr.
]ohn Broaclwater, director of the NOAA
Monitor project, which has offices located
a(ljacen’t to the Museum.

On Sa’turday morning, the students
were introduced to the museum’s lil)rary
and archives l)y Susan Berg, the new chief
librarian. Students then had a opportunity
to spend a few hours utilizing the library’s
resources to conduct research on their cur-
rent paper topics.

The trip to the Mariner’s Museum was
a very useful experience for all ECU stu-
dents. An important educational experi-
ence and source of rare research material, it
also afforded the students a unique behind-
the-scenes look into the museum world.
All of those who par’cicipa’ced would like to
thank Dr. William Cogar and the staff of
the Mariners’ Museum for their hospitality,
good humor, and research assistance. The
Memorandum of Agreement between
ECU’s Maritime Studies Program and the
Mariners’ Museum has proven invalual)le,
and the relationship between the two insti-

tutions will continue to grow.

— Steve Workman



Maritime Studies Program Hosts State
Maritime History Conference

East Carolina University’s Maritime
Studies Program hosted the 2000 North
Carolina Maritime History Council annual
conference in Greenville 6-7 October on
the campus of ECU. The conference pro-
gram included presentations on a range of
nautical themes, from pirate silips to
Revolutionary War and Civil War vessels.

Featured speaieers for the two-day con-
ference included Dr. William Du(iiey,
Director of the Naval Historical Center,
Virginia Steele Wood, author and historian
at the Lii:)rary of Congress, Richard
Lawrence, Director of the North Carolina
Underwater Archaeology Unit, and David
Ceceisizi, Visi’cing Whichard Professor at
East Carolina University. ECU Maritime
Studies graduate students, inciuding Doug
Jones, Matthew Lawrence, and Kevin

Nichols also gave talks. Presentation sub-
jects included row gaiieys of the Revolution-
ary War Georgia Navy; the search for Civil
War Confederate navy schooners near
Elizabeth City, NG; technical proi:)iems
encountered (iuring the recovery of Confed-
erate submarine H.L. Hun/ey ; and an up(iate
on the proi)ai)ie wreck site of Blackbeard’s
pirate silip, Queen Anne’s Revenge.

Fri(iay evening’s activities included a
reception and catered dinner at the
Estuarium in Wasi’iington, NC. The
Estuarium is a state and iocaiiy funded
interpretive center devoted to the story of
the North Carolina coastal estuaries.

The North Carolina Maritime History
Council is a proiessionai association of his-
torians and academics that are devoted to

stutiying the state’s maritime iiistory.\l-

Featured speakers at the North Carolina Maritime History Council annual conference
included Virginia Steele Wood and Dr. William Dudley.

MSA NEWS

The Maritime Studies Association organized and sponsored many worthwhile events
(iuring 2000. Officers for the 2000-2001 academic year are: President Kevin Niciiois, Vice
President Kate Goodaii, Treasurer Jeg DiPrizito, Secretary Steven Hammacie, and Scott
Whitesides, MSA representative to ECU’s Graduate Student A(ivisory Council. MSA exists
to ileip coordinate and fund academic aici, conduct social and proiessionai Jr‘unc’cions, and
serves as a round-table between students and iacuity at BCU’s Maritime Studies Program.

During the Fall 2000 semester, MSA iieipeti fund a field trip to the Mariners’
Museum in Newport News, VA. Tiley also sponsore(i several social activities, inciu(iing a

reception for the incoming ciass, the annual Halloween party (tiiat featured such inventive

costumes as a tripie expansion engine) and a Christmas party.

MSA’s goais for 2001 include the presentation of several proiessionai speaizers, provi(i-

ing financial assistance to students atten(iing or presenting at the 2001 SHA conference in
Long Beacil, CA, and continuing support of underwater ilocizey at ECU.

— Kate Goodall

Maritime Studies
Web Page

The Maritime Studies Program offers
a web page for researchers and prospective
students interested in attencling East
Carolina University. The web page pro-
vides a (iescription of the Maritime Studies
Program, available academic courses, a list
of current student projects, and current
field school information. In a(iciition, the
web page allows access to past and present
editions of the Maritime Studies newsletter,
Stem to Stern, as well as information about
the distinguished iacuity members of the
Maritime Studies Program at East
Carolina University.

The Maritime Studies Program offers
a master’s (iegree in Maritime Studies
tiirougii ECU’s History Department.
Students also have the option of pursuing
a doctorate in Coastal Resources
Management, with maritime ilis’tory and
nautical archaeology as one of four core
ernpiiasis areas. Cornioining classroom lec-
tures and seminars with hands-on field proj-
ects and internships, the Maritime Studies
Program provi(ies a thorough education for
those interested in a proiessionai career in
maritime iiistory and nautical arciiaeoiogy.

The Maritime Studies web page has
links to izey (iepar’cments tiirougiiout the
East Carolina University web page.
Information can be accessed for financial
aid, campus iiousing, gra(iua’ce school, the
(iiving saiety office, and the Coastal
Resource Management Ph.D. program’s
web page.

ECU’s Maritime Studies web page can
be accessed througil East Carolina Universi-
ty's home page at www.ecu.edu/maritime.
It can also be found via the Underwater
Arciiaeoiogy page on the Naval Historical
Center’s site of the U.S. Navy web page at

www.navy.mil.

— Mike Overﬁ'e/ai



FacultyNews

Lawrence E. Babits
— “Identification and Anaiysis of Miiitary Artifacts” - Society for
Historical Arciiaeoiogy, Quei)ec. (W/Ciiaries Haecizer)
— “A Derelict Small Boat Survey, Pamlico Drainage, North
Carolina, USA” in Down the River to the Sea. Edited i)y Jerzy
Litwin, pages 193-196. Procee(iings of the Eigiiteen International
Symposium on Boat and Siiip Archaeology, G(iansie, P oian(i,
1997. (Wi’cii Annaiies Cori)in).
— Visiting Lecturer, Naval War Coﬂege - Lectures on Strategy in
the American Revolutionary War.

Timotlly Runyan
- “Silip” in Encarta Encyc/opea]ia (Microsoi't, online, 2000).
— “Naval Power and the Hundred Years War” in Power and Dominion
(in press). R. W. Unger, J. Ha’ctemiori, Fernando Dominques, eds.
- “Naval Warfare” in Trade, Travel and Exp/oration in the Middle
Ages, . B. Friedman and K. M. Figg, eds. (Gariand).
— Elected Vice Presi(ient, International Commission for Maritime

History, Osio, Norway, 2000.

Gordon Watts

— With I. Roderick Ma’ciler, “GIS: A New Tool for Underwater
Archaeologists and Sui)merge(i Cultural Resources Managers” and
“Bthics in Underwater Arciiaeoiogy, " in International Handbook on
Underwater Arclzaeo/agy (Pienum, in press).
- Arciiaeoiogy director for the CSS Alabama project off
Cileri)ourg, France.

Bra(iley Rodg‘ers
— Keynote Address: Symposium on Maritime Arciiaeoiogy and
History of Hawaii and the Pacific. “USS Arizona'’s Oil: Where Is
It, How Much Is 71121'2, And Can We Find It Before It Finds Us?”
Published in Aprii 2000 Proceedings.

William N. Still
— Queenstown Patrol (Navai Historical Center),
— The Con][ealemte Navy (N aval Institute Press)

The Maritime Program was honored to have Dr. Mark Staniforth (right) of Flin-
ders University, Adelaide, Australia, and his wife, Paddy, as visiting faculty during
Spring Semester 2000. Dr. Staniforth lectured while doing research on whaling.
With the couple is ECU Maritime Studies Program Director Dr. Tim Runyan.

William Cheshire and James Cheatham of the North Carolina chapter of the
Society of the Cincinnati, Dr. Keats Sparrow, ECU Dean of Arts and Sciences,
and Dr. Larry Babits at the award presentation ceremony.

Dr. Larry Babits Named
Georg’e Washing’ton Disting’uishe(l
Professor in History

In November 2000, The Society of the Cincinnati awarded
Dr. Larry Bai)its, ECU Maritime Studies iacuity memi)er, the title
of George Wasiiington Distinguished Professor in History. Dr.
Babits received this award for his research work on the American
Revolution and particuiariy for his inooie, A Devil 0/[ a leipping:
The Battle of Cowpens (UNC Press). His book details the battle
that occurred in South Carolina on 17 January 1781, when a
force of Continental troops and militia routed British reguiars and
Loyaiists. Babits combined meticulous research with his archaeo-
iogicai skills to prociuce the book. A battle scene in the recent
movie Patriot is VERY iooseiy based on the battle of Cowpens.

The Society of the Cincinnati was founded i)y American offi-
cers who served in the Revolution and is the oldest veterans organi-
zation in the country. The award comes with a stipen(i of $10,500
and the lifetime title. &

In October 2000, the Bermuda Maritime Museum celebrated the opening of
the U.S. Navy room in the newly-restored Commissioner's House. The earli-
est known building to use cast iron construction, the House recently won a
British architectural preservation award. Shown at the festivities are Paul
Leseur, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Bermuda Maritime
Museum; ECU Maritime Studies Program Director Dr. Tim Runyan; and
Museum Director Dr. Edward Harris.



Where Are TheyNow?-2001

Shannon Adamczylz (nee
Ric}lar(lson)* - Government Loan
Un(ierwriter, Bugaio, NY

James Allen — Institute for Western
Maritime Arcilaeoiogy, Berieeiey, CA

Ray Ashley — Director, Maritime
Museum of San Diego

Adrianne Askins — Archaeologist,
Southwest Arci)aeoiogicai Center, National
Park Service

Paul Avery - University of Maine Law
School

David Beard — Curator of Maritime
Collections, Maryian(i Historical Society

Colin Bentley - Saiiing Dockmaster,
Coiiege of Charleston

Kat}lryn Bequette — Director,
Maritime Archaeology and Research,
OELS , Westminster, CO and consultant
with Denver Ocean Journey Aquarium

Jemison Beshears — Butterfield &
Butterfield Auction House

Robert Browning, Ph.D. -
Historian, US Coast Guard, Wasiiington
DC

Robert Church — Nautical
Arcilaeoiogist, c&C Technologies Survey
Services

Wendy Coble — Aviation Arciiaeoiogy
Specialist, Naval Historical Center

Patrick Cole — Writer iiving in
Barcelona, Spain

Edwin Combs — Ph.D. can(iiciate,
University of Alabama

Mike Coogan — Oiiering
Deveiopment Manager, Federal Sources
Incorporateci, McLean, VA

David Cooper — Resource Manager,
Grand Portage National Monument, MN

Diane Cooper — Consultant for the

San Francisco Maritime National Historic

Park.

Annalies Cor]ain, Ph.D.- Executive
Director, P.A.S.T. Foundation

Lee Cox — Contract Nautical
Arc]naeoiogist, Dolan Research,
Piiila(ieipixia, PA

James P. Delg‘ado — Executive Direc-
tor, Vancouver Maritime Museum, Canada

Robert Dickens — DVM candi(iate,
University of North Carolina School of
Veterinary Medicine

Wade Du(].ley, Ph.D - Visiting Assis-
tant Proiessor, Department of History, ECU

Stan Duncan — Sales and Marieeting
Consuitan’c, Knoxviﬂe, TN

Ted Dunlap — Merchandise Manager,
Phoi)e.com, Beitsviiie, MD

Rusty Earl - Computer Science, NC
State University

Rita Folse-Elliot — Arciiaeoiogist for
PBS&], Texas

James Emi)rey - Arciiaeoiogist, ]oim
Milner and Assoc.

Scott Emory — Maritime Archaeolo-
gist, McCormicia, Tayior and Assoc.,
Ciierry Hi]i, NJ

Jeﬁ Enrigllt — Nautical Arciiaeologist
and Diving Supervisor, PBS&], Austin, TX

Sabrina S. Faber — Fuiiarigiit
Coortiinator, AMIDEAST, Yemen

Cat}ly Fach — Assistant State
Underwater Arcilaeoiogist, State Historical
Society of Wisconsin

Patrick Fleming’ — Computing
Company, Raieigil, NC

Richard Fontanez — Contract
Arciiaeoiogist, Puerto Rico

Paul Fontenoy — Curator of
Maritime Research and Teciinoiogy, NC
Maritime Museum

Kevin Foster — National Maritime
Initiative, National Park Service,
Wasilington DC

Joe Fri(].ay — Sergeant, Greenville
Police Department

]e{{ Gray — State Underwater
Archaeoiogist, State Historical Society of
Wisconsin

Ioe Greeley — Curator/ Nauticai Inter-
preter, Chatles Towne Lan(iing State Pariz,
SC

Amy Gottschamer — Real estate
agent, Santa Fe, NM

Wesley K. Hall - Director, Mid-
Atlantic Technology, Wiimington, NC

Lynn B. Harris — Assistant Head,
Underwater Division, South Carolina
[nstitute of Arciiaeoiogy and Anthropoiogy.

Ryan Harris - Underwater
Arciiaeoiogy Intern, Parks Canada

Nathan Henry— Conservator, NC
Underwater Archaeoiogy Unit

William Herring — Senior Account
Executive, Sprint. PL.D. Cancli(iate, ECU
Coastal Resources Management Program

Robert Holcombe — Director,

Woodruff Museum of Civil War Naval
History

Claude V. Jaclzson — Book Editor,
Wiimington, NC

]olln O. Jensen, Ph.D - Assistant
Proiessor, Department of History,
University of Akron

Rick Jones - Ph.D. Candicla’ce,
Coastal Resources Management, East

Carolina University

John Kennington — Manager, Borders
Booies, Atlanta. GA

Kurt Knoerl - Maritime Arciiaeoiogicai
and Historical Society, Wasiiington, DC

Mike Krivor — Nautical Archaeoiogist,

Panamerican Maritime, Mempi'iis

Wayne Lusardi — Conservator,
Queen Anne’s Revenge Project, NC
Underwater Arciiaeoiogy Unit

Richard Mannesto — Great Lakes
Historical Shipwreciz Museum

Amy (Knowles) Marshall -
Arcilaeoiogist, Us Army, Fort Biiss, TX

Coral Magnusson — International
Archaeoiogicai Research Institute,
Honoiulu, HI.

Tom Marcinko — South Carolina De-
partment of Natural Resources, Charleston

Rodrick Mat}ler, Ph.D. — Assistant
Proiessor, University of Rhode Island



Jotln McWatters — Ph.D. candidate,
Bowting Green State University, OH

Ptlillip H. McGuinn — Underwater
Communications, Bedminster, N]

Salvatore Mercog’liano — Ph.D. candi-
date, University of Alabama and Assistant
Protessor, Methodist Coﬂege, Fayetteviﬂe, NC

Ann Merriman — Ph.D. candi(tate,
University Coﬂege of London and Minne-
sota Transportation Museum, Site Admin-
istrator

Sarah Milstead — Conservator and
arctlaeotogist, R. Ctn'istoptler Goodwin &
Associates

Amy Mitchell - Ph.D. candidate,
Pennsytvania State University

Dave Moore — Registrar, North
Carolina Maritime Museum, Beautort, NC

Scott Moore, Ph.D. - Lecturer, De-
partment of History, University of Dayton

Shawn Holland Moore - Cooperative
E(tucation, East Carolina University

Stuart Morgan — Public information
director for South Carolina Association of
Counties

]ett Morris - Office of Naval
Intelligence

Jotln W. (Billy Ray) Morris — Ph.D.
candidate, University of Ftorida, and
Ligtlttlouse Archaeotogicat Maritime
Program, St. Augustine, FL

Sam Newell — Teactler, Creenville
Public Schools

Chris Olson — Curator, Minnesota
Transportation Museum, Railroad and
Minnetonka Divisions

Deirdre O’Regan — Instructor,
Seamester Program, Long Island University

Glenn Overton — Owner, Cape Fear
Yacht Sales and Carolina Beach Inlet Marina

Martin Peebles — Arctlaeotogicat illus-
trator, St. Peterstmrg, FL

Larkin Post — Nautical arctlaeologist,
R. Ctlristoptler Goodwin and Associates

Edward Prados — Consuttant, Navy
Memorial Foundation and Technical
Advisor, AMIDEAST, Yemen.

James R. Ree&y, Jr. — Contract
Arctlaeotogist, Beautort, NC

Ptlillip Reid — Consultant,
Wilmington, NC

Todd Robinson — Litjrarian, Medical
Coﬂege of South Carolina, Charleston

Filippo Ronca — Underwater
Archaeology Intern, Parks Canada.

Matthew Russell - Sutmerged Cul-

tural Resources Unit, National Park Service

John Schaefer — Management
Consuttant, Sacramento, CA

James Schmidt — Nautical
Arctlaeotogist, Naval Historical Center

Robert Sctlneller, Ph.D. - Historian,
Naval Historical Center, Wastlington DC

Josllua Smith - Ph.D. candidate,
University of Maine, Orono

James sPirelz — Underwater
Arctlaeologist, SC Institute of Arctlaeotogy
& Anttlropotogy

Thomas Stoltman — Northwest
Mictligan Maritime Museum

Lex Turner — G.I.S. Coordinator,
City of Greenviﬂe, NC

Ray Tu])])y — Underwater Archaeo-
togist, Tidewater Atlantic Research

Hans Van Til])urg’ - Ph.D.
Can(li(late, University of Hawaii

Bruce Terrell — Maritime Historian
and Maritime Arctlaeotogist, NOAA

William H. Thiesen- Adjunct
Professor and Lit)rarian, ECU

Kimt)erly Watson — Ph.D. candidate,
University of St. Andrews, Scotland

Daniel Warren — Nautical Archaeo-
togist, C&C Technotogies Survey Services

Sarah Waters — Curator, Wisconsin
Maritime Museum, Manitowoc, Wisconsin.

Jenna Watts — Nautical Archaeo-
1ogist, PBS&]J, Austin, Texas

Wilson West — Ph.D. candidate,
University of Alabama

Ju(].y Wood - Arctlaeotogist, Savan-
nah District, Army Corps of Engineers. <

GraduateThesesin MaritimeStudies-2000

* Adrianne Askins

“Arclzaeo/ogica/ and Historical Site
Investigation/ Thesis o][ the ]olmys Island
Wreck (EDS0001)”

* Scott Emory
“The Vinyara’ Slziptwui/aling Company:
From Wood Sizavings to Hot Sparks "

* Jason Lowris

“A Reluctant Imperia/ist in an Age o][
Sluﬁing Paraa’igms: The Career o][ George
Dyer, USN, 1870-1008”

¢ Tom Marcinko
“The Maritime History of Hatteras
In/et, North Carolina 1846-1862”

* Phil McGuinn

“Shell Cast/e, A North Carolina
Enrepot, 1780-1820: An Historical and
Arclzaeo/ogica/ Investigation”

o Jett Morris
“A Historical and Arclzaeo/ogica/ Investi-
gation o][ the Clzic]ealzominy Slzipwreck Site”

° Ray Tul)t)y

“Historical and Arclfzaeo/ogica/ Investi-
gation of the 1750 Spanislz Plate Fleet
Vessel Bl Salvador”

* Jenna Watts

‘Arclzaeo/ogica/ Investigation 0/[ the
Workboat Wictgeon: A Possible Clzesapeaée
Bay Schooner”

i Kim]oerly Williams
“The Deve/opment 0][ Alexandria’s Mari-
time Economy and Ptolemaic Naval Po/icy g

StudentReviews- 2000

® Josepll Greely

Review of: Bound Z7y Goa’for Mary/ana’:
The Voyage o][ the Constant Frienctstlip
1071-1672 (1999), in Nautical Reseach
]ourna/, Vol. 45, No. 3.

* David Miller

Review of: The USS Essex and the
Birth of the American Navy (1999), in
Nautical Reseach ]ourna/, Vol. 45, No. 3..&



Farewellfrom Dr. GordonWatts

The first day of January 2001 will be
the ljeginning of a new year, a new century
and a new millennium. That cosmic date
will also be the first clay of my retirement.
It is difficult to imagine a more appropriate
time to start a new (renew the) direction in
life.

What about retirement could possilaly
be so exciting? [ think it is the po’cential
for {;ul{;iﬂing dreams. For decades, I have
put off countless research and writing proj-
ects. Some, like investigation of the CSS
Alabama, are exciting candidates to contin-
ue to and I want to complete the restora-
tion of the sleipjacle Ada Mae and put her
under sail again.

In almost thirty years of worlzing in
the field of underwater archaeology, |
examined dozens of exciting shipwreclzs
that span almost four centuries. Projects
awaiting completion are a volume on ship

construction and a volume on shipwreclzs
of the American Civil War that Bill Still
and I have in draft.

I will lament 1eaving behind my associ-
ation with students. I have learned much
from them. It would be impossible to look
at the fields of maritime his’cory, underwa-
ter archaeology, cultural resource manage-
ment, contract archaeology and museology
and not revel in the fact that graduates of
the Program have worked their way into
prestigious positions within state and federal
government agencies, some direct museums,
many conduct research through contract
firms and teach maritime history and under-
water archaeology. That is indeed gratifying.

When [ try to envision my retirement,
it is impossible NOT to be excited.
Almost three decades of work in underwa-
ter archaeology has given me incredible
opportunities to use the only real time
machines we llave...arcllaeology and histo-
ry. | cannot imagine a life in any other
career. For that very reason, I cannot
imagine that retirement will be anything
less than a continuation of those exciting

journeys back through maritime.

Gordon Watts, getting ready for a research dive in
the 1970's.
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