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MUSEUM STUDIES COMPLEMENT MARITIME PROGRAM

The Department of History offers three courses in
museum studies. These classes are designed to allow the
students to gain a broad experience in the functioning of
a museum. A course in "Techniques of Museum and
Historic Site Development" introduces the student to ma-
terial culture studies while another in "Field and Labora-
tory Studies in Museum and Historic Site Development"
emphasizes how a museum works. The third course,
"Historic Preservation Planning," offered jointly by the
Departments of History and of Geography and Planning,
is a study of historic structures. All three courses are
popular among planning, home economics, and history
majors, as well as students in the maritime program.

Students in the field studies course have been in-
volved with museum projects, many of them maritime
related. In 1984, students created an exhibition on Civil
War blockade runners at the historic Humber House in
Greenville, North Carolina. One of two projects con-
ducted the following year exhibited artifacts from the USS
Monitor at the Nature and Science Museum in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

The most recent exhibit, in 1987, was at the Eliza-
beth IT boatshop in Manteo, North Carolina. A section of
the boatshop was converted into an exhibition area focus-
ing on the construction of Elizabeth IT and boatbuilding in
eastern North Carolina. Students conceptualized the
major themes, constructed the necessary display cases,
and installed the museum exhibits.

The Department of History also cooperates with
museums in offering internships to students. In several
cases these internships have led to careers in museum
work. Maritime museums that have employed students in
the Program include the Mariners' Museum, the Peabody

Miuseum, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum, and the
Philadelphia Maritime Museum.
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The Program's exhibit case.

An exhibit case used to promote the Program in
Maritime History and Underwater Research at various
functions and meetings, is annually designed by stu-
dents. A recent example is a maritime exhibit put
together by members of the program. It drew consider-
able attention while displayed at the Joint Meeting of
the International Commission of Maritime History and
North American Society for Oceanic History held in
Charlestown, South Carolina in September. The case
displays artifacts conserved in the Program's labora-
tory, models constructed by students in the Program,
and photographs of past field schools and projects. Ex-
hibits are used for recruitment purposes while at the
same time making available to the public the research
conducted by the Program in Maritime History and
Underwater Research at East Carolina University.



Research

e Prior to the wreck
) of the Sea Venture
in Bermuda ;; 1609 more than

two dozen Spanish, Portuguese, and
French vessels found their final
place of rest on the reefs of Bermuda
or near the islands. These-islands
became a dangerous navigational
landmark, one that was to be
avoided, if possible. For the ships
returning from the New World,
Bermuda, her shoals, and the calm of
the Sargasso Sea lay on the home-
ward-bound route.

This September, similar to last,
through the cooperation of the Insti-
tute of Maritime History and Ar-
chaeology (IMHA), the research
body of the Bermuda Maritime
Museum (BMM), an East Carolina
University team of five graduate stu-
dents and two professors conducted
research in Bermuda. This team as-
sisted Steve and Cathy Hoyt, IMHA
co-directors, in the systematic exca-
vation of a supposed mid-sixteenth
century vessel which lies approxi-
mately three miles west-southwest
of the archipelago. Last yearan ECU
dive team documented the remains
of the Confederate blockade runner,
Nola, and in 1983 another team re-
corded the wreck of the blockade
runner, Marie Celestia.

This year the seven member
team reexcavated the remains of an
unidentified wooden vessel, re-
ferred to as the New Old Spaniard,
(NOS). A salvage team only par-
tially documented the wreck in the
sixties and removed all diagnostic
artifacts. While virtually no artifacts
remain in situ to reveal the anthro-
pology of the vessel, the keel, floors,
futtocks, and keelson, provide addi-
tional structural information con-
cerning naval construction during
the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
tury. A coin dated the wreck to
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1560; however, the results of this
year's excavation may yield a later
date, possibly as late as the first
quarter of the seventeenth century.

The project focused on the reex-
cavation and documentation of this
vessel. Nearly four feet of overbur-
den covered the timbers. Due to pre-
vious uncoverings this sand con-
tained no in situ artifacts, nor a reli-
able stratigraphy; therefore, water
dredges removed this sand care-
fully, yet rapidly. The underwater
archacologists prepared’ intricately
detailed scale-drawings to draft a
site map. They also took photo-
graphs to create a photomosaic. A
metal detector survey located bot-
tom and sub-bottom targets of me-
tallic concretions within the area. It
detected many objects that were
plotted on the site map.

When the crew was not excavat-
ing, drawing, or resting on the bow
of the Institute’s recently acquired
research vessel, they conducted a
magnetometer survey of the imme-
diate area surrounding the NOS.
Underwater tow boarding supple-
mented electronic reconnaissance.
These two methods encountered
other shipwreck remains.

When rough seas or bad weather
prevented the ECU team from work-
ing on the NOS, they assisted in the
conservation laboratory. The gradu-
ate students processed the artifacts
retrieved from the San Pedro, an-
other early Spanish vessel, and the
NOS in preparation for conserva-
tion. Some developed and printed
black and white film to produce a
photomosaic of the site, while others
produced a site map from the scale
drawings. Activities on land as well
as on and under the water kept this
seven member team extremely oc-
cupied due to the unusually calm

oceanic conditions experienced dur-
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ing most of September.

However on September 25, Hur-
ricane Emily hit Bermuda. It left the
BMM without electricity and termi-
nated the project. Next fall, if ECU
returns to Bermuda, it will undertake
the systematic excavation of the area
surrounding the NOS in hopes to
locate undisturbed artifacts and
additional vessel remains.
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Students atwork on the NOS.

Program Assists
Research on
CSS Alabama

The program is going to assist the
excavation and possible recovery of
the CSS Alabama, the famed Con-
federate raider. This warship sank or
captured sixty-five Union ships.
Captain Max Guérout of the French
Navy is assembling a multi-nation
scientific team and, threugh the
Program's interest in the maritime
history and archaeology of the
American Civil War, it has joined
the project. The ship lies in 180 feet
of water off the coast of France.

Program in Maritime History and
Underwater Research
East Carolina University

Co-directors:
William N. Still, Jr., Ph.d
Gordon P. Watts, Jr., M.A.,
Staff Archaeologist:

Bradley A. Rodgers, M.A.




Graduate Student Projects

Students in the Program in Maritime
History and Underwater Research
have been involved in projects on
three continents this past year.

SOUTH AFRICA - Lynn Harris, a
student from South Africa, is cur-
rently doing historical research and
amagnetometer survey to locate and
identify seventeenth to nineteenth
century shipwrecks off Cape Town,
South Africa. The project is being
conducted with the South African
Cultural History Museum and the
South African Navy Diving Unit. To
date, nounderwater archaeology has
been done in South African waters.
This project is potentially valuable
for providing new information on
the maritime history of Cape Town.

SPAIN - Jonathan W. Bream con-
ducted research in the Archives of
the Indies in Seville. He worked for
the Institute of Maritime History and
Archaeology, the research division
of the Bermuda Maritime Museum.
Spanish documents contained archi-
val evidence on Bermuda before
British colonization. Twenty-six
legajos (a collection of papers or
letters) were searched, many yielded
information concerning Bermuda in
the sixteenth century.

JAMAICA - Dave Cooper and Kaea
Morris were part of an international
team that excavated one of four
Spanish vessels sunk in 1691 off
Pedro Banks, Jamaica. They spent
five weeks working on board the re-
search vessel, Morning Watch. Ar-
tifacts recovered included one
hundred flintlock pistols, three
hundred eye-glass lenses, and six
silver platters.

ST EUSTATIUS - Kathy Bequette
returned to the Netherland Antillies
again as a graduate assistant for the
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College of William and Mary's field
school in underwater archaeology.
A shipwreck site in the harbor con-
taining ballast stones, a swivel gun,
and artifacts dating to 1750 was ex-
cavated.

NORTH CAROLINA - Joe Friday
is doing intensive historical and
archaeological research on the
sloop-of-war, USS Huron, which
ran aground in a gale at Nags Head,
North Carolina in 1877. The loss of
ninety-eight lives in the disaster di-
rectly led to the expansion of the US
lifesaving services along the North
Carolinacoast. Thisis a cooperative
project with the Underwater Ar-
chaeology Unit of the North Caro-
lina Division of Archives and His-
tory. Joe was project archaeologist
during the summer and completed a
map of the wreck site.

NORTH CAROLINA - Claude
Jackson, Lynn Harris, Joe Friday,
and Jonathan Bream conducted a
survey and excavation of a shad boat
on Lake Phelps. This late nineteenth
or early twentieth century craft was
abandoned and presently rests on the
receding shoreline of Lake Phelps.
The group took extensive measure-
ments of the lines and supplemented
these with photographs to document
this vessel type. The shad boat is the
state boat of North Carolina.

NORTH CAROLINA - Kaea Mor-
ris received a grant that allowed her
work to continue on the Lake Phelps
canoe project. Twenty-five canoes
have been located that date between
2380 BCand 1400 AD. The longest
canoe measures thirty-seven feet.
Kaea hopes this project can be used
as a model study for other lakes in
determining the historical use of the

coastal plain.
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MARYLAND - Colin Bentley and
Joe Friday did a magnetometer sur-
vey for the State of Maryland with
the assistance of ECU graduate, Lee
Cox, Jr. from the Philadelphia
Maritime Museum. The project was
located in Slaughter Creek near
Cambridge. The state plans to build
a bridge across the creek.

GEORGIA - Rita Folse-Elliot con-
ducted a terrestrial and underwater
survey on the partially submerged
city of Petersburg. Located at the
confluence of the Broad and Savan-
nah Rivers, this town presently is
inundated by Clark Hill Lake. Pe-
tersburg was the third largest townin
Georgia during the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries. Rita
delineated the town boudaries and
old river channels,

GEORGIA - Brina Agranat and
Kaea Morris worked in Savannah on
the excavation of a late eighteenth
century vessel. The derelict wreckis
located on the bank of the Savannah
River and will be destroyed when
the Army Corp of Engineers widens
the river. The two-masted wooden
vessel was partially buried under
several feet of dredge spoil and clay.

WISCONSIN - David Cooper con-
tinued investigating the schooner,
Fleetwing, wrecked in Garret Bay,
Wisconsin, September 26, 1888.
The vessel was locally constructed
and used in lumber trade, aspects of
its construction are being studied to
learn about nineteenth century ship-
building and commerce. This is the
first such archaeological study in the
area, and the data generated is hoped
to lay the groundwork for future in-
vestigation.




Yorktown

Shipwreck In1781, the
Archaeological D ritish

: General,
e Lord Corn-
1987 wallis at-

tempted to secure a southern port in
the Chesapeake Bay.”  Unable to
shuttle his troops from Yorktown to
Gloucester Point, he faced both a
possible land attack by Washing-
ton's troops and an amphibious land-
ing by the French. Todeterthelatter,
Cornwallis scuttled his provision
ships in the shallows of Yorktown
harbor in the York River.

In 1982, a steel cofferdam was
constructed around one of these
ships. This is the second year that
ECU has assisted in the excavation
and the first field school cooperative
program with the project. Inthe four
weeks that this year's students
worked on the Revolutionary War
vessel, they received experience in
excavation and site operations.
Underwater work focused on exca-

The Yorktown Shipwreck Project.

vating areas in the bow and the
midship. Students also cleaned, pho-
tographed, and drew artifacts. They
monitored various filtration sys-
tems, hookah compressor, and airlift
equipment. The students helped ex-
pedite the systematic excavation in
an effort to facilitate electronic map-
ping conducted during the fall. The
director, John Broadwater, is an ad-
junct professor at ECU. Bill Morris,
assistantdirector, and Bruce Terrell,
underwater archaeologist, are both
master’s degree candidates in the

Practicing on the Sinkentine.

Program.

In preparation for the excava-
tion, the first two weeks of field
school were spent training on the
Sinkentine in the campus pool. The
Sinkentine, a fiberglass model of a
section of a wooden ship, was con-
structed with a grant from the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion. It provided practice in mapping
for the students and allowed profes-
sors to view the students techniques.
Students found the Sinkentine useful
before excavating at Yorktown.

Conservation
Lab Though a small
Update facil‘ity, in need of
equipment and

personnel, the Program’s conserva-
tion laboratory continues improve-
ment under the direction of staff ar-
chaeologist Brad Rodgers. The
renovation, reorganization, and
operation of the lab began in 1986.
Paramount among 1987’s
acheivements was the completion of

acomputer listing for all of the more
than 400 artifacts conserved thus far
at the facility. Each artifact is listed
according to its project location,
date of accession, and artifact num-
ber. This insures that no artifacts
become lost, misplaced, or deterio-
rate before receiving the attention
they need.

One of the more surprising
finds in the conservation lab this

Line drawing of cannon and shot bag.
Illustrations by J. Friday and B. Rodgers.
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year was the discovery of a load of
anti-personnel shot from the bore of
a late seventeenth or early eight-
eenth century cannon. The fifty-
three inch long gun has been under-
going electrolysis since 1984 and
should be fully conserved in 1988.
The perfectly preserved iron shot
was sown into a canvas bag wrapped
in hemp line, and sealed between a
pair of wooden sabots. The exact
age and possible identity of the gun
await further study.

The recently added course,
Conservation of Materials, will
stress the practical aspects of artifact
conservation. This course will in-
clude experimental artifact conser-
vation in the laboratory, selected
readings by experts in the field, and
visits and lectures at other conserva-
tion facilities.



Maritime Theses

The following is an updated list of theses com-
pleted within the last year by students in the Program or
the Department of History, on maritime and naval topics.
They may be ordered through Inter-library Loan at your
local, university, or public library from Joyner Library,
East Carolina University, Greenville, North Carolina.

--- Cooper, David. "1986-1987 Archaeological Survey
of the Schooner Fleetwing Site." (1987).

--- Newell, Samuel. "A Maritime History of Ocracoke
Inlet - 1584-1783." (1987).

---Reedy, Robert. "Historical and Archaeological Inves-
tigations Concerning a Revolutionary War Vessel Burnt
at Beaufort, NC in 1778." (1987).

Where Have They Gone ?

The ECU Programin Maritime History and Under-
water Research has animpressive rate of studentemploy-
ment. This is an updated list since the last issue:

Brina Agranat is a Ph.d candidate at the University of
Alabama.

Kathryn Bequette has accepted a ten year contract to
work in St. Eustatius.

Robert Browning is curator of the USS Texas.

Cindy Cooke works as an archaeologist in Vermont.

David Cooper has accepted the position of State Under-
water Archaeologist for Wisconsin.

James Delgado works as an historian for the National
Park Service in Washington, DC.

Kimberly Elmore teaches in Florida.

Kevin Foster works as an historian for the National Park
Service in Washington, DC.

Wes Hall works in the Amazon River Basin.

Richard Herron is a Ph.d candidate at the University of
British Columbia.

Samuel Newell works as a public school administratorin
North Carolina.

Robert Schnelleris a Ph.d candidate at Duke University.

Bruce Terrell is an underwater archaeologist for the
Yorktown Shipwreck Archaeological Project.

1988 Summer Field School

This year, East Carolina University will again offer a
Summer Field School in Maritime History and Under-
water Archaeology at the Yorktown Shipwreck Ar-
chaeological Project. Itis open to both graduate and ad-
vanced undergraduate students. Students receive a basic
introduction to American maritime history, ship con-
struction, underwater research techniques, and related
subjects. During the first two weeks students stay on

campus for classroom lecture and pool training sessions
onthe Sinkentine. The remainder of the field school will
be spent excavating a Revolutionary War vessel in the
cofferdam at Yorktown. This year the field school will
be held June 23 - July 29, 1988. Information and appli-
cations can be obtained by writing to: Summer Field
School, Program in Maritime History and Underwater
Research, ECU, Greenville, North Carolina 27858.
Applications must be received by April 1, 1988.
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Program in Maritime History and Underwater Research
Department of History
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Greenville, North Carolina 27858 - 4353
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